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AccXbent frequently fumifiiies 
us with many' iiitesresting i^cidento 
of human life; axid, as it is^ oub 
duty, we ifehould turn tp advslnt^e 
and improvement eveiy woi^thy 
occurrence that takes placet in that 
sj)here in which we move ; there- 
fore it is hoped the subject of the 
following pages will not be foimd 
wholly destitute of profitable, a« 
A 3 



well as pleasing, amusement, al- 
though the scene happened to be 
very remote fromthis country. 

The subject which forms this 
little historical memoir, is extracted 
from the Journal of an English gen- 
tletaan, who died in Italy sdme 
considerable time since; which 
Journal, * with all his papers and 
effects, together with some very 
ancient notes, and a rare and valua- 
ble chronological manual belonging 
to the Castle of the Malvine Family, 
were, agreeably to his desire, pre- 
vious to his death, sent to his friends 
in England, with whose residence 
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the Marquis Malvine was made 
acquainted. 

By the Journal it appears, that 
many years ago, this gentleman, in 
making the grand tour of Europe, 
a,s he was travelling through Italy, 
was so much enamoured with the 
rich and beautiful variety, and the 
enchanting scenery, which he beheld 
in that delightful country, that he 
determined to take up his residence 
there for a considerable time, in order 
that he might indulge himself at his 
leisure in the pleasing contemplation 
of the beauties of nature. There- 
fore, he hired a small comfortable 
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villa, within a short distance ^in the 
neighbourhood) of the Cattle before- 
mentioned, and soon became most 
intimately acquainted with- its noble 
owner and family, who were highly 
delighted with his agreeable com- 
pany; and he grew more and more 
respected, as his deportment disco-- 
vered the true polish of English 
breeding and politeness, which ren- 
dered him an ornament to society. 

, The Marquis himself venerated 
him is a man of deep literary 
research, possessing all the graces of 
colloquial science^ and embracing 
the true principles of honour and 
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real friendship. He, consequently, 
reposed in hini the most unbounded 
confidence; and always foiind a 
pleasing relief to his mind by re- 
vealing his bosom concerns ; and, in 
the course of their frequent conver- 
sations, related the various striking 
occurrences that had taken place, 
for a long series of years, both in 
the femily and the whole circle of 
his acquaintance. 

The mutual interest that existed 
between the parties became so 
strong, and so rooted in the mind 
of the gentleman, that he minuted 
down every thing worthy of remark 



in his manusoript^withananlention 
6f 'gratifying I Ms ! friends i\r>ith. a 
perusal of so curious and^valnable 
a work, on his return to his .native 
couiitiy . But, alas 1 he . W9s » pre- 
vented by death !-+-Yet( his. friends^ 
havihg received his paperaan^ other 
doeilmentsi wif h therest io£ the pro-5 
perty which he >left .to 'thcta'; on 
exaniinatioh, were, so forcibly struck 
with the novelty of the following 
narrative, which one of his friends 
selected,, that he farimediately re- 
solved to publish the samej arid, 
without courting any other patron- 
ages whatever, solely dedicated it to 
The Ladies, with the greatest sub- 
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mission ; being fully persuaded that 
under their kind protection, and 
candid support, it would bf sure to 
find shelter from the injurious at- 
tacks of the unfeeling critic, or the 
ungenerous aspersions of the male- 
volent. He, therefore, begs leave 
to inscribe it to them, with the 
most profound respect ; and is. 

Most obsequiously. 

With the highest veneration. 

Their obedient. 

Humble Servant, &c. 

HORATIO. 



MATILDA THE EXILE, 

t$e fSUiiti id tin 91^. 



The Marquid Malvine being the last 
of the male race of that noble and illus- 
trious family, married soon after he ha4 
taken possession of the title and vast 
domains, to prevent, if possible, its 
becoming extinct ; and his wishes were 
in some degree realized, for the Mar- 
chioness Angejine, a short time previous 
to the anniversary of their wedding-day, 
presented the marquis with a lovely 
daughter and heiress, ai^d although th^y 
most ardently wished for a son, yet the 
marquis was delighted at the tidings^ 
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which were hailed with great joy and 
rejoicing at the ancient domain, the 
Castle. 

The Castle was of great antiquity, and 
must have been built many centuries ago, 
as it exhibited on one of the waifs of the 
inner cloister of the court-yard a date 
almost defdcetf by^tfte rude hand of time ; 
and in many parts near the old chapel, 
were seeBb the relies of Rocnanf Catholic 
strperdtitfofr. The four loflty turrets with 
flvftir dingy v8He»; the meuidering battle«> 
mehtsv with' tfteir fong dFeeRi4!ote6, regu^ 
Ikrly goiiig' to decay, and teem between 
the cnrrabRng jointe in gfeat abundlanee 
grewthewMpelBtcwyoft^ wall^ waving 
its pm^e flowers, agitAtJtgd by the ifiekl^ 
sbrftiBgwinrf; at tbeeaston comer, the 
tDta:lfy iieglect^ed literary, wfticb bad not 
hisefi exptored ^ mdiiy years^ on aesEnnl 
bf a* ttaditi^al story 06 its bmng y'ml»d 
by supernatural bistigs firQm^ the ^kise of 



die evening until after nuifdnight; then 
ibe clinging, ivy whicb from timey. 
sdmost immemorial, had been sufiSn^ to 
creep around and rattle its evergreen fo-^ 
liage between the rusty bars of the old 
casements, with here and there the remains 
of the shattered fragments of painted glass ; 
ond the melancholy bird of ni^t found 
ample harbour there to utter forth her 
shritt ominous notes, rousing the weak 
mind with fearful ^prehensions, and the 
whole repderiaag the ^>acious mansion the 
most gloomy imaginable. Yet, such wa^ 
the marquis's enthusiastic notion, aaid ve^ 
neration for his noble ancestors, that he. 
would not 8u£fer the least alteration in its 
state and af^;>earance whatever, except 
just keeping that part which the family 
occupied in sufficient repair. 

Several years elapsed with undisturbedi 
felicity, but without any male or other 
issue. Matilda^ who was the offspring of 
b3 



their connubial endearments, was their 
hope and pride, and so continued, until 
Fate, that daring intruder, stepped in, and 
marred their earthly bliss. 

The marchi6ness was taken violently 
ill, and died, universally beloved, and as 
much regretted ; for, by her loss, such 
melancholy prevailed, as was entirely un- 
known before in the family, and the hope 
and bliss was now changed into grief and 
despair. In consequence . of which fatal 
catastrophe, a total revolution c(Misequently 
took place ; and the marquis, after a very 
considerable lapse of time, beii^g advised, 
married a widow lady of equivalent dq^e 
in point of family, but no title. 

The marquis^ whose previous provisoes 
respecting the care of Matilda, his daugh- 
ter, were settled perfectly satisfactory to 
hiniself ; but the new marchioness well 
knowing the true state of her husband's 



afiaiis as to male is9ue, had. also a son, 
whose name was Felix, by her first hus- 
band, who had* become possessed of vast 
property, only wanting a title to give eclat 
loitsm^gqitude. Th;e. consequence was an 
antipathy to Matilda from the commence^ 
ment, grounded on the idea that should 
any thing happen to her, the title could 
not be withheld from hej^ son Felix. . 

. The marqiiis although permanently eeU 
tied, and some cqnsiderable time havi^ 
transpired since the union with his new 
bri(}e> could not enjoy that mutual affeCr 
tion as he had experienced with bis former 
marchioness, she being the most yirtuous 
and amiable amongst women ; therefore 
his only hope and comfort was his beloved 
daughter, Matilda, who was gentle, kind, 
and benevolent, without the least tincture 
of false ambition, and as universally be- 
loved as was her late much-lamented par 
rent ; and indeed the very sight 6f his 



decur MatikUi ever leminded him of ber 
whose name he hdd most sacred in his 
heart. 

The marquis, m his choice of the new 
matchioness, was rath^ unfortunate, he 
herog a man of sympathetic sensihilityy 
but the mardiioness quite the reverse ; 
she was a tall majestic fig^ure, wilh an 
austere ambitious mind, which expected a 
princely Jritention and attendance, and 
whose affections were too apparently fiied 
on the sordid oonlents of the Castle, and 
tiie grandeur of the title attached, which 
riie ardently longed to engross to herself 
and son Felix, who was eminently her 
chief card. The marquis who, with his 
natural benignity of disposition, beheld 
Felix a promising good youth, who at all 
times conducted himself in the most 
ttmiable manner, and behaved to him with 
idoch profound respect, that he (the mar- 
quis) became almoM as a real father, and 



gav« him that pBwer nt the Castte ag 
Adugfa iie hid neaUy iseen his -son. 

irbettis»qui^ iwmrAelem, kid obseinMsd 
¥rith gneat^anoevn thit^eemiiiighf oodl h»- 

«Q the pait i»f ^ mftpobtone^ towards 
Mtsclttdih with :hatf-ti?v«rted idd^ a»d'OQ«s 
tetnptaotis'glafioes M'benmer^isliapp^ned 
to be fobHdy m iSie Ca^le ; ^ l^^«nd«[% 
ittpsfftiiidtltd vi^Fe m 0ne^ tte wings «dh» 
retired, 'vAmfB ^e ciG«4d frorseeiier stncKes 
and receive the benefit of the air. But 
hidw^er tfhe tnftrq»te'<<^t>ttM'SMi«^ 
take ^Diy accoiftit 5f Vhat Which migilt fffts- 
veftt the amgtnetitatfe^ bf her )¥af>pifires6, f&t 
he had an impression which *was t<M) deepJly 
rooted in t)is mind With eV«y iKDfp^leftj 
idea, (that lAotfld any oocwfrence happctti 
to tmn, of the conseqiwnce that wcmid 
ensue) ii Vhose whose intereiM was most 
dear to iA^ shonld be placed at the metcy 
of ^lose whose •persecrttiotts wig^ be «- 
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tended with the greatest severity ; there- 
fore he very prudently kept secret his 
thoughts and intentions, and made another 
provision for the darling of his life, his 
beloved Matilda, that should such an, in- 
auspicious moment ever arrive, she might 
fly . to her guardians whom he had ap- 
pointed,^ and under that idea, come death 
when it might, he could sink dowi]| with 
the comfortable and consolatory reflecticn 
of having done that which was just as to 
his worldly affairs, and rest in peace. 

The marquis, although a man of quick 
discernment and deep penetration, had not 
the least suspicion of the real scheme 
which the marchioness • intended to put 
into practice ; he, therefore, by way of re- 
laxation, resolved on making a tour, which 
instead of the marchioness endeavouring 
to prevent, accelerated it as much as pos- 
sible ; as she had never commu^icated to 
siny mortal being her horrid designs against 



Matilda, and was eager to embrace so fa* 
vourable an opportunity for her putpose to 
be brought to effect. 

- Just at this time, one of the pag^s at 
the Castle died, and left a widow aiid 
daughter to lament his loss, who lived a 
few miles off* in a small cottage by the 
side of a little green, inhabited by them 
only. The poor wom^p, whose name was 
Maud, having been left unprovided for by 
the death of her husband was immediately 
taken under the protection of Matilda. 
The widow Maud, with her charming 
sprightly daughter, named Sylvia, who 
Matilda had taken particular notice of, 
and whom she intended to patronize, lived 
together : the gratitude of the good woman 
for Matilda's kind and benevolent support 
and future intentions, was unspeakable, 
and at a time so important, which could 
not fail rendering both herself and daugh* 
B 3 
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ter liiappy and comfortable nnder the eal^ 
mity of their irretrietable loss. 

Sylvia, who was the envy of all the cot- 
tagers around, of course must have a swain, 
whose name was Peter; land it so hap- 
pened, the youth, who professed himself 
het admirer, was also a favourite; and 
when any dance or Htteniment took place, 
Peter was sure to be there. 

Lady Matilda (for so they called her) 
having, as usual, taken her accustxMtted 
walk to the cottage, she happened to come 
at a time rather unexpected, and while 
they were making meiry with the most 
artless simplicity, observed the confusion 
which her appearance occasioned, most 
politely apologized for the intrusion, and 
requested them not to relax or abate their 
enjoyments whatever on her account, as 
she was much delighted at seeing them so 
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happy. She quickly p^x^eived the anx- 
ious attention of Peter towards Sylvia, 
ivhich Sylvia's mother openly aoknOw- 
ledged had been the ease some time. 

Matilda having felt to the extreme on 
the part of Sylvia's swain, Peter, rightly 
judging that the love was most on his 
side ; and whatever might have been her 
thoughts, yet she kept them concealed, 
and was determined to promote those who 
bad taken such an interest with a person 
^e so highly respected as Sylvia. 

Matilda having left sufficient proofs of 
her liberality, and satisfaction in witnessing 
their rural pastimes, returned to the Castle 
with delight. Matilda immediately made 
the necessary enquiries respecting the cha^ 
racter of Peter, who she found to be pos^ 
sessed of the strictest integrity and indus- 
try. She being satisfied with this iuIot- 
madon, in a short time ordered Peter to 
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attend at the Castle, the news of which 
flew like lightning, and threw Sylyia aod 
her mother into a consternation, not being 
able tp imagine the cause : but, oh ! what 
was the surprize to Peter and all the rest 
of the villagers^ when they h^ard he was 
to be made a page^ under the command 
of L,^dy Mfttildj^J 

Peter, who was a worthy youth, became 
the messenger of^ Matilda; when, after 
some time had elapsed, he informed his 
lady and benefactress that Sylvia^s birth-r 
day was fast approaching, and begged he 
might join iii the celebration of so happy 
an event. Matilda instantly consented 
with pleasure, and signified that she should 
be present hei:self ; but, when the day ar* 
rived, she could not, being entirely pre^ 
vented by preparing for her father, the 
marquis's jo.urney. Therefore, she pro- 
vided Peter with wine and cakes, . to 
enliven them during their artless mirths 
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M^hich she would most gladly have partici- 
pated. 

The marquis, after having taken an af- 
fectiQpate and tender leave of Matilda, 
dep^uted ; — not without an agitation of 
mind, which was apparent, Sbon after 
his departure, the marchioness b^an her 
horrid project, which was to banish Ma- 
tilda without discovery, and in such a 
manner, as to make it appear as though 
she had eloped. 

Felix, for whose benefit the marchioness 
had designed the whole of her plan, had 
felt a warm impression for Matilda on first 
having seen her, and too deep ever to be 
erased ; but through policy had concealed 
it from his mother, well knowing her ex* 
treme violence of spirit, which was abso- 
lute,, and would hear uothing of those 
pleadings, which he attempted to move her 
with : he consequently was in the deepest 
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tinxiety ^Tid agony of mind, although un- 
noticed by her* 

The marchioness amongist other things 
in the preparations, had provided a cottage 
dress, and gave orders that as soon as 
Matilda's small package of her own was 
in the caravan, it should be exchanged fcfr 
that which contained the cottage dress, as 
it would envelope the mystery, and prevent 
discovery of her rank and family. The 
marchioness also provided two men to go 
with the caravan to convey her from the 
wii^ of the castle which she occupied. 

Poor Matilda bad but a few hours notice, 
being informed she was going to meet h^ 
father, the marquis, at which she was oveiv- 
joyed ; but just at the time, news arrived 
lliat the marquis having Mien from his 
horse, bad expired tmnoediately ; which 
tidings were careAiily concealed from Ma- 
tUda. 
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Felix, upon the arrival of such sad 
kjformation, wouW most certainly have 
istopped her, that the object might hare 
been accomplished more easily, by an 
union with the hand of Matilda ; but the 
marchioness was firm, and by the supposed 
death of her father, poor Matilda was be- 
come an orphan, and concumng circun>- 
stances seemed to favour the diabolical 
plans of the marchioness. 

Midnight arrived, which was the time 
appointed to perpetrate the foul black deed, 
when only one man appeared with th€ 
vehicle, the other being detained by some 
unforeseen cause, as if by the interference 
of Providence. However, that did not 
prevent the caravan proceeding with its 
&ir innocent captive ; and the guide, whose 
name was Morrice,* being a man of feet- 

* Morrice was origiDaUy one of the attendants at 
the Castle in the time of the late marquis, and knew 
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ing and humanity, regretted that he should 
be in any way instrumental in conveying 
away the lady in question, although he did 
not know the whole design of the expedi- 
tion ; as he supposed that some person 
was to meet her where he was ordered to 
set her down'; he therefore took care to 
nei^der the carriage as coavenient as possi- 
ble, and they continued their jouroey* 



more of the family than any one existing. He was 
on the death of the above, strongly recommended 
to his son, the present marquis, as a man whose 
character was unblemished. Morrice, although 
a great favourite with Matilda and her dear mother 
the marchioness Angeline, was inclined to see some- 
what of a change of life ; when the marquis pro- 
cured him a situation of higher promotion at a great 
distance off« But poor Morrice being so attached 
to the Castle and its old customs, could not confine 
.himself to those of a different nature, very soon 
resigned his new occupation to another, and through 
necessity I turned driver to a caravan* 
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Moirice^s comrade, Oliver, :who had 
been detained, came some time after Mor- 
rice had been gone ; he, therefore, started 
off to pursue on foot, and travelling with 
unabated ex^tion the whole of the time, 
and having got very far on the Alpine 
mountains, discovered at a distance a fe- 
male cottager wandering about ; he^ immcT^ 
diately hastened his steps, having been 
informed that the Lady, Matilda was to 
assume that dress, and never having seen 
her, took it for granted his comrade had 
left his fair charge to wander, and was re- 
turning back on his way home. Oliver 
was determined to do something, that 
Morrice might not have all the merit 
himself. 

On Oliver approaching the young cot- 
tager* he questioned her respecting the 
manner of her journey. Young Rousina, 
which was the name of the damsel, re- 
plied so ambiguously, not knowing his 
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meaning ; tlmtigti sbe tippeared father ^too 
cbeerfttl, he tAvodg^M) for -the 'de9p€Mtie isi- 
timtfon^^e was in, be BOonfoaiiA gemfe 
means to decoy het duoeeeded <be«l, '^i&i 
imobseiTed by ^her, ifeey had ptoeeeded 
fertiker on the A}ps than die raspected, 
v^heti Roiimna binding faenseAf'ceHsidembly 
beyowd die linaits of tier knowledge, ^twr* 
nestly ^irtreated Oliv^ to ^cctewy tiet'fcadk 
to the place where he had fcmtid b^ ; h\ki 
Oliver perceivrngtbe lai^e holW trmk ctf 
a tree, he persuaded her to sit 'down by it, 
as she complained of being fatigued, and 
he would ju^ go a little distan<;e off, and 
return again directly ; but, having given 
her ihe slip, thinking he h^d dcme a great 
deal, when in fact he had done nothing 
but distressed another parent whom he 
knew not, he -aet off at Ifitfll speed and re- 
turned to the CaMle, leaving poor Rousina 
on l^e Alps aScaie. 

The 4M^r of Ronshm was a man of 



19 

keen senBibilky «iid £iie feeling, attliougk 
alt present « bamble life ; ^o hafving 
kist the pride of Im days, one tyf lite ^biesC 
ef wireB ; the ol^pring of itheir ^endear* 
menfts was dus lorelj girl, now sibout 
twelve years old, the very image of her 
mother. The name of tkis Miiorthy man 
was Jei'roM, vml upon ijhe loss of liie «& 
fectionate partner 0f his faeai^, who ^d 
sh^^ed WI& him all the vicissiCttdesthro^^ 
wbioh they had passed for yeaars togdiher» 
in the paths of virtue and honesM: indui^try, 
he became so tired and dis^uE^ed with Hhe 
deceit of the world and the bustks ef bwsy 
life, and finding no one to comlde wkh 
hf m on liie k^ss of b^ inesthnable a conw 
panion, was -resolved to remove to some 
remote part oif the mountains, where, widi 
his betoved and endearing daughter Rotb- 
sina, he might glide down the vale of bis 
TMiaining life in mental enjoyment, widi- 
out any intermption, aud brood over the 
dear image of his once better part, and 
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sikntly with pleasure contemplate on the 
iitativie cbitmii; of hh blooming Rousina, 
l^hb you^S ^^^ fTe&h a^^ the opening rose, 
gave an int^ease of delist to his fond 
hefut; while his daily occupation, with 
th45 most studied care and assiduity, was 
engaged in the useful and pleasing task of 
instructing and training her suJ^ceptlble 
miod^ aod teaching her ^^ young ideas ho^ 
to shoot,*' by the most virtuous inculca- 
tions which a sensible, well-informed, and 
tender parent could dictate. He, there- 
fore, with his daughter and all his valuable 
efl^ts, travelled about thirty mil^sfrqin 
the city (where he had successfully carried 
on his business for many years,) until he 
came to a part of the Alps situated between 
two hills, within about a mile of the foot 
of the great mountain, which, on account 
of its wonderful height, and being so much 
more lofty than any of the rest that sur^ 
round it, as to have the sun^s light upon 
it9 top and sides a considerable time longer 
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^ati can foe seen on th6 summits bf the 
others, and affording to the eye that rich 
shade of deep crimson ivhich the snow of 
the mountain flushed by the setting suti 
assumes. 

Here he stopped short, and observed two 
of the most beautiful waterfalls that rushed 
from the lev^l over a precipice of immense 
height, and formed two lai^e streams be« 
low ; thence meandering through a deep 
valley, bounded on either side with vast 
stupendous craggy rocks, the ragged sides 
and uneven tops of which, were overgrown 
with wild aromatic shrubs^rBnd plants, to- 
gether with a variety of herbs in full 
bloom ; on which the littl^ fa^rds df/Hvild 
chamois goats fed and frisked aboujt m 
playful anticks. * Here and there al^o^ 
were small clumps of juniper bushes, and 
many other beautiful as well as curious 
evergreen shrubs, which at varied distances 
c(»»tinue to ples^e the eye as they grow 
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u^ikl down the dopiiig declivitieB almogt to 
the skirtii^ of the valley, where the limpid 
8flreafli9 ane seen now and then gliding in 
their serpentine course, as they occas]on# 
ally break in upon the sight, being inter- 
rupted by small dingles, or thickets of 
brtishwood, richly ornamented with stately 
cedars- and lofty pines; thence losing 
^ems^lves in prospect, and running 
throcigh the flowery meads, join in one 
deep rapid stream of bhie transparency 
lor many miles through the difieient hami- 
tets and most dielightful villas in the whole 
country, and at the termination empties 
into the great lake * * * *. 

On this side of the mountain, where 
Nature seemed abundantly lavish in the 
profusion of her stores, wh^re pure salu* 
brious air perfumed widi a thousand odo* 
riferous sweets, luscious inviting fruitSt 
and luxuriant plants, and Ae dim umbrage 
of variegated foliage cau»ng a refbeshing 
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jikikde, all yiekliog tfateir voluatafy tribute 
jbsi the happiness of man, both for fdaasuw 
and benefit; — here^ on tim ddofctsMe 
spot, JerroM determined to fix im resir 
dence. Therefore, with the. hdp Qf some 
of the peasants of the mountain, he built 
H' small groftesque cott£^, oi rustic appear- 
atiae, as close as poasibla to asmallsta^eaa^ 
let that i^ued out of dHie aide of that 
part near the gi^at waterfall, which gently 
•tcickled aoaangst tbe rough pebbles in 
their couose before his Fural dwelling ; om 
^ich side the door of which was placedi a 
seat, covered witk an' alcove, interwoven 
with jessamines, and the fond woodbine 
with her smooth tendrils shooting between^ 
and whose honied breath wafted with the 
cooling zephyrs of the western bi^eze^ 
combined to cheer and reanimate the 
drooping spirits of poor Jerrohi:; who 
•would often sit and enjoy tiie pfeasiiig 
company and con^eraation of his: amiable 
daughter^ whUe the lucent moon, with. siL^ 
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anxiety and agony of mind, although un- 
noticed by her. 

The marchioness amongst other things 
in the preparations, had provided a cottage 
dress, and gave orders that as soon as 
Matilda's small package of her own was 
in the caravan, it should be exchanged for 
that which contained the cottage dress, as 
it would envelope the mystery, and prevent 
discovery of her rank and family. The 
marchioness also provided two men to go 
with the caravan to convey her from the 
wing of the castle which she occupied. 

Poor Matilda bad buta few hours notice, 
being informed she was going to meet her 
father, the marquis, ^t which she was oveiv. 
joyed ; but just at the time, news arrived 
4Jiat the marquis having felkn from his 
horse, had expired imnoediately ; which 
tidings were carefully concealed from Ma- 
tUda. 
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Felix, upon the arrival of sucli sad 
mformation, would most certainly have 
stopped her, that the object might have 
been accomplished more easily, by an 
union with the hand of Matilda ; but the 
marchioness was firm, and by the supposed 
death of her father, poor Matilda was be- 
come an orphan, and concurring circum- 
stances seemed to favour the diabolical 
plans of the marchioness. 

Midnight arrived, which was the time 
appointed to perpetrate the foul black deed, 
when only one man appeared with th€ 
vehicle, the other being detained by some 
unforeseen cause, as if by the interference 
of Providence. However, that did not 
prevent the caravan proceeding with its 
feir innocent captive ; and the guide, whose 
name was Morrice,* being a man of feet- 

* Morrice was originally one of the attendants at 
the Castle in the time of the late marquis, and knew 
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ing and humanity, regretted that he should 
be in any way instrumental in conveying 
away the lady in question, although he did 
not know the whole design of the expedi- 
tion ; as he supposed that some person 
was to meet her where he was ordered to 
set her down'; he therefore took care to 
render the carriage as coavenient as possi* 
ble, and they continued their journey* 



more of the family than any one existing. He was 
on the death of the above, strongly recommended 
to his son, the present marquis, as a man whose 
character was unblemished. Morrice, although 
a great favourite with Matilda and her dear mother 
the marchioness Angelincy was inclined to see some- 
what of a change of life ; when the marquis pro- 
cured him a situation of higher promotion at a great 
distance off. But poor Morrice being so attached 
to the Castle and its old customs, could not confine 
.himself to those of a different nature, very soon 
resigned his new occupation to another, and through 
necessity, turned driver to a caravan* 
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Moirice^s comrade, Oliver, ivho had 
been detained, came some time after Mor- 
rice had been gone ; he, therefore, started 
off to pursue on foot, and travelling with 
unabated exertion the whole of the time, 
and having got very far on the Alpine 
mountains, discovered at a distance a fe- 
male cottager wandering about ; h^imme- 
diately hastened his steps, having been 
informed that the Lady Matilda was to 
assume that dress, and never having seen 
her, took it for granted his comrade had 
left his fair charge to wander, and was re- 
turning back on his way home. Oliver 
was determined to do something, that 
Morrice might not have all the merit 
himself. 

On Oliver approaching the young cot- 
tager, he questioned her respecting the 
manner of her journey. Young Rousina, 
which was the name of the damsel, re- 
plied so ambiguously, not knowing his 
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v^ed majesty^ as queen of night, hung 
her lamp amid the glittering gems that 
Mud the cerulean dome, till tired Nature 
reminded them of retiring to enjoy her 
balmy repose. 

Eariy in the morn, at break of day^ 
when the lark's matin song invited them 
to arise, Jerrold would up and attend his 
small flock, consisting of a few sheep and 
some goats, which he had purchased for 
the purpose of providing him with milk, 
and food occasionally ; after which he 
would turn his active mind to the cultiva- 
tion of his kitchen-garden and botanical 
plants, then with careful hand prune and 
train the generous prohfic vine : so each 
day brought its toils and its pleasures in 
delightful succession. Surrounded by all 
these comforts and blessings, he poured 
forth his sincere 'gratitude to that benevo- 
lent Providence who openeth his hand, 
and fiUeth all things living with good. 
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Yet amidst all these enjoyments, tbe 
inscrutable liand of Providence sometimes 
suffers some unpleasant circumstance to 
take pladev lest man should sa rivet .his 
afiections on earthly objiects^ (ivihl<^h perish 
in the using), as to fdrget his Maker, nei« 
tiler glorify, him ibr ikas wonderous: wovks^ 
nor tliink ofa fiittire state; and so it! 
happened in' the sunshine of Jerrold's en<^ 
jbymtots. Roiisina having, as usual, 
taken her 'morhing^s walk, was suddenly 
kuiiiched into misery^ with her doatingly! 
fond parent, by the villany of Oliver, as has: 
been befbre related; Jent>kl was in diespaii^ 
with a heart almost broken with grief for 
the absence of his daughter, every, comfort! 
was destroyed at one blow. He immediately 
went 'in pursuit of j her iu' every direction, 
witl) parental solicitude, when after great 
ftitigue and anguish he sat down negligent 
o£ the path he . had ' unsuccessfully pursued 
wi(h undbaied exeriicm neady the whole 
day, without^ the least fdod or sustenance 
c 
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whatever. He became quite absorbed, with 
every hope fled, and was plunged into the 
deepest sorrow imaginable, without a hu- 
man being near to advise or condole with 
him, and having sizayed unkwsyres avast 
distance^frota his cot of contentment and 
peace i the sun was withdrawing his golden 
beams apace; Poor Jerrold although be- 
wildered, little thought he was so near. 
Matilda, with whose welfare his interest 
was so ccNEinected, though unknown to 
him, and whosi' sufferings were e()«iiva^ 
lent with his own^ and that through Pro- 
vidence he was ta be instrumental in ^pro^ 
ducing so much comfort, as wiUbe seen 
heieafter. r » . 

Although labouring under great distress 
of: mind, and wearied with fatigue, he pro* 
ceeded on slowly, continuing his regard- 
lesa footsteps for some miles furth^ in 
fruitless siearch^ with his * ima^iialion 
wwkad up toa jHtch almost to distraction, 
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when he started with surprize at bebdding 
his neighbour's cottage, into which he. 
entered; the inhabitants of wbi<^h Con^, 
sisted of the father j three sQnsk, ^d one^ 
daughter^ ^who were .cIo9iagthfi day with • 
their usual mirth wd felicity. >The^seen^i 
brought to recoilection the mftngr: i^reei>' 
ahlehoiu^ which himseli' and Rousiiia. 
had.enjoyed: with this hapf^yifamily, .ex^.i 
cept the two sons^. who were on a ^^ visit 
frcMn a distant part; . :< »i » 

< Jenroldy being agitated so much, could 
h&rdiy articulate a word at firsts and his: 
extieine grief for his heavy loss was .visibly ' 
poijurtrs^ed in his coiinteniuui^ei. a, sudden 
glopTO: changed the. /scene ;- iw^nrdhey en- r 
quired laft^fiGpusinai th0 sad iTOund;wa9 . 
opened afresh^. B,nAiiP90f Jerrold^s ti^oi-o 
bling limbs shook severely, and he was 
almos|o^€woni^ ifiath despair* (^rheiioha* 
bitantsc^ this.spot-jof peace, .wdte^nilent* 
ment were completely upset» as ^adi pap* . 
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ticipated in the forlorn situation of this 
worthy man* However, they at last suc- 
ceeded in obtaining information of the 
cause of the calamity of their honest- 
hearted neighbour, who having recovered, 
the two eldest sons set off, armed, imme- 
<]yately in pursuit of the bewildered lost 
Houfiina, with scarcely any consultation 
as to the likeliest path to take, when 
Jerrold, with their father, repaired to his * 
own cottage near the cataract. 

•Morricev the driver of the caravan, in 
the conveyance of Mdtilda had shortened • 
his* journey, as if guided by tome secret 
impulse ; and, finding they did not meet 
with the marquis, nor any one else, deter-^ 
imned to give Felix a hint on his return • 
where Matilda might be found. 

- Poor Morrice tod keenly observed' the 
disappoititment and feelings of Matilda, 
proceeded to a most sublime spot, where 
Nature's rude chantas were mobt luxu- 
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riously abundant, stopped the caravan, 
and told her he would hasten and -^ send 
somebody to her immediately on his 
return. 

Matilda went to view the wonderful 
works of Nature, and was struck with 
astonishment at the beautiful prospect. 
Morrice, although much a^inst his will, 
left his unfortunate captive to her uncer- 
tain fete ; having conveyed, as secretly as 
possible, all. she had broiight with her near 
where she had sat in a deep reverie. The 
mountains on each side/ were very hi^, 
and between them Morrice slipped away 
utiperqeived by her, and proceeded with 
the caravan unobserved ; and after a 
melancholy journey, arrived at the Castle, 
and W)as sck)n after followed by Oliver, 
who also came back, with a head, and a 
heart destitute of every thing but brutality 
and falsehood; and while relating* his 
narrative . of the adventures to the n[iar- 



30 

chioiiess, at that moment the marquis 
returned, only slightfy hart, and was 
immediately hastening to the wing of the 
Castle which Matilda used to occupy^but 
the marchioness very urgently entreated 
'him to take some repdse aiter the injury 
:fae had sustained, and the fetigoe he had 
.undeKgoqe in travelling, with such amazing 
duplicity and insinuation^ that .theimar- 
-quis^^as ddvi8ed,iffetiredfto restlii ^ ^ •< )'i 

■ : \' li,' • - .' •■' v'l- !/ . i .-i.ii flli ■111 

: )Felis, , 6a his kndesf iimi^red tbe maf* 
cKibnesstO'Supin'essiier anger end viotenoe, 
,uid, for his sake^ le^ore Malildajimme- 
diatel^^and to^€misiderwhiat<would6eth6 
!e3ctre)iie anguii^ of the marquis, upon' kis 
discovery of the transaction ; snd that he, 
^Felix) would supplicate her hand in mar- 
Jiage, as 'his Wishes > would then < be 



The marchioness, indignant at her son's 
importunities, insisted positively on his 
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forbearance, and assured him. Jiis- suppli- 
cations were of no avail. 

Poor. Eelix, upon bis ill success with his 
haughty mother, left her abruptly to. her 
own reflections ; and detemdned soon to 
reach the object of his fondest wishes, and 
resolved ta save Matilda fi[f>m di^spaii, and 
ruin if possible. Therefore he procured 
the swiftest conveyance, with every re- 
ifreshment to iecrait the spirits of those 
whom he hoped to find safe, aild, in order 
the better to secure success, took Morrice, 
(who had conveyed away the unfortunate 
Matilda to the Alps) :as aguide. 

The mwchioness on enquiring after her 
son, in consequence of what had passec^, 
was seized with amazement and horror. X3iii 
being informed of his resolute. and sudden 
departure; when she immediately aniti* 
cipated the object of his journey, remorse 
struck deep into her wicked heart, ai for- 
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eibly as her passions had been . violent* 
Therefore, to have .ail the merit of bringmg 
Matilda back again from the pretended 
elopement, determined i^ot.to lose a mo- 
ment in dispatching messengers in pursuit 
of iher ; but what was her disaf^intment 
when she found her scheme frustrated, by 
Morrice having been engaged by Felix 
on..the same errand. . 

That being the, case, she; dispatched 
'Oliver* with all expedition : who» in. a f^w 
hoiirS) arrived at the Alps, near the fspot 
wfa^e he had left poor Rousina, whom he 
found wandering in despair. Thiei'poor 
girl, whose affliction was exceedingly 
great in being deluded from the arms and 
^protection of her dear and affectionate 
father, was convulsed with swprize ^nd 
fjoy^ with the hope of being restored to 
-his paternal embrace. Oliver would not 
delay time by any explanation, put her 
m the caravan, and drove away to the 
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Castle with all speed, and placed her in 
that part where Matilda used to occupy, as 
secretly as possible. 

Felix and Morrice having gone another 
road, did not meet Oliver ; but, on their 
arrival, and searching about^ found the 
bird was fled ; no Matilda could be foun(^ 
nor any trace of her whatever; when, in 
a fit of despair and vexation, Felix said 
he would never quit the spot until he had 
heard some tidings of her ; mid while he 
was in the caravan, he sat down and wrote 
a letter in a disguised hand, (as though by 
some stranger) to the marchioness, stating 
" That her son having been surprised by a 
banditti, was nearly killed, and 'ere the 
letter arrived, he would be no more ;" as 
he was resolved his mother should parti- 
cipate a share of anxiety, for her base 
inhuman proceedings, and sent it by a 
labouring man whom he found on the 
mountains. 

c 3 
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Ofiver arrived at the Castle, as is before 
mentioned; but the marchioness did not 
think proper to greet the supposed Matilda 
on her return, or the mistake would have 
been discovered. 

The marchioness .received the letter 
that Felix wrote previous to his returning 
from the Alps, which launched his mother 
into the'gulph of the Wtterest woe. 

Just at that part where the river, from 
the fall over the rude precipice of the 
mountain, empties its deep sullen stream 
into the wide extended lake, a small creek 
winds itself close by a vast chasm in the 
rock, which continues above two hundred 
yards in length, gradually narrowing: all 
the way, until it rises by a regular ascent 
into a spacious dry cavern, which had 
been hewn out of the solid rock, and ren- 
dered impervious to view by thick sur- 
rounding trees and bushes, there being no 
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other, access tx> it but by w^ter. To this 
dreary place a wprthy character had been 
banished during an insurriection in ^a 
neighbouring province,, where he died) 
Qnd the. horrid cavern had never been 
visited since, until it was fpui^d out apd 
OQcupied by a desperate banditti of rob^ 
bers, who, by seclusion in this dark retreatf 
had eluded the most vigilant search, for 
many years. r. 

Poor Matilda was unfortunately left by 
Morricie on the side of the hill, near to 
the place above described, when, on a 
sudden, she heard at a distance the .blast 
of a, horn, the sound of which echoed 
thrpugh the windings of the whole valley, 
and threw her into such a tremendpui^ 
alarm, that she trembled every, joint with 
the most dreadiiil apprehensions. Sh^ 
listened, (her heart palpitating) and heard 
the splashing of oars paddling in the water, 
when a shrill whistle responded to the 
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sound of the horn^ and to her great hxr-^ 
prize, she perceived several persons coming 
very fast down the side of the hill, where 
she was sitting to rest her fatigued frame, 
with scarcely any life remaining.^ Her 
presence of mind fled, and she leaned her 
head against the old stump of a tree, in a 
state of tremulous agitation ; to attempt 
to fly was in vain, for they approached so 
near that one of them espied her, and 
immediately shouted a signal to the rest. 

' They all came close up to her. One 
of them, seeming superior to the rest, 
gently took hold of her arm, and enquired 
how she happened to be there alone, 'and 
requested her to go with him, which so 
terrified and aflFrighted her, that she was 
unable to speak, and had nearly swooned 
away. He immediately drew from his 
pocket a bottle containing a cordial^ and 
offered her some of it, which she refused^ 
and pushed it away from her; but h^ 
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would not take, any refusal, and obliged 
her to take a sniaU quantity, which suc- 
ceeded in revising her spirits.- She ear- 
nestly enquired after her iather) the mar- 
quis, and having related the strange 
account of her being left on the mountain, 
in expectation ; of his coming that way, 
could not gain any information, as the 
.Wn did not know any thing of such a 
person. 

The captain of. the gang then told her 
to come along with him, and he woiild 
take care of her, and endeavour to conduct 
her to her father, which seemed to alleviate 
the troubled mind of the unsuspecting 
feir one : for she had no idea what hands 
she had fallen into. 

. They all went down, the slope of the 
hill, to a private path, which led through 
a small thicket to the place where the boat 
lay concealed by some large branches of 
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trees which , liung orer. The. daptain 
havii^ carefully placed her in the boat, 
she began to be fearful, and trembled 
exceedingly : they then pushed off for the 
cave, at which they arrived, conveying 
their fair prizeinto the inmost part of the 
horrid apartment. From the roof was 
suspended an iron lamp, with a long 
chain ; it had only one large branch, 
trimmed with rope yarn, and burning, fat 
instead of oil, which caused a most glaring 
light around; the abominable stench of 
which, at first, almost occasioned suflfoca^ 
tion. 

Here they gave a dismal yell at the 
idea of having a young female in their 
possession : what, then, could be the feel- 
ings of poor Matilda's mind in such a 
place^ little short, in its appearance, than 
the infernal regions. Her imagination 
became almost deranged, when she, wildly 
staring around, beheld in one corner a 
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large wide Hole, apparently, used as a foe- 
place, to dress food ; in another part, a 
number of old rusty swords, daggers, and 
pistols { and suspended to the ragged roof, 
several large pieces of flesh, dried by the 
smoke, which one of the men took down 
a piece of, and having made a fire, the 
smoke of which drew up tlurough a spa- 
cious crack, which served as a kind of 
chimney, and having put the meat down 
to roast, it appeared to be venison j or 
goat's flesh ; and when it was sufficiently 
done,, a rude table, made out of the staves 
of an old cask, over which they spread a 
piece of an old sail for a table-cloth, the 
meat was placed, and all huddled round it. 

The captain, pressingly solicited Ma- 
tilda to -sit close by him, and partake of 
the repast. Matilda haying fasted a great 
while, and the calls of Nature being so 
very powerful, she thought she would try, 
if possible, to eat a mouthful or two, as it 
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SQielt rattier savoury^ just to keep life and 
sottl togedier; for, although she' was in 
fsuch a dreadful situation, and in the depth 
.'ahnost of despair, yet she had. a feint 
glimmer of hope, and having recovered 
'herself a little, was determined to, let no 
opportunity escape without embracing it. 
-So she feigned a cheerfulness with the 
captain, who gave her some weak grog: 
she found herself refreshed, and her.reso^ 
lutipn strengthened; and the captain, 
although naturally brutish, became quit^ 
enamoured with her, as the dignity, of her 
.'behaviour rather overawed him; : and, 
although his mind ! in^s working with 
designs against .her, - yet . he, from policy, 
restrained his behaviour under the mask 
of kindness and attention. 

He cast his eyes around amongst his 
men, and jealousy firing his mind, natu- 
rally judging that they were actuated by 
the same impulse, he determined to ei^joy 
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hts fair prize to the. full extent c>f his 
desireS) witiiout the* possibility ,of inter- 
ruption from any huoian being ; as he 
..found the men bfgan. to murmur, and he 
expected a mutiny among th^m. Thesrfr 
fore p^emptorily ordered thetoat tol)^ 
got r^dy, without a monqient's delay^ and 
.cover a part, of it over to keiep out^ the 
iv^dier ;•.[ and t|ie b^tteir .tq* GQDceai ; l^is 
captive, ^ as he had formed a plan pS s^oor 
irdying her^ to a great distance: from, ^be 
4»ve; afid while the mea were gone^for 
the boat^ be behaved. in th^ mostippir 
jauatiug mmmer, and - ibfojTimeid |h^r th^ 
^hflvlng . heard her distressing narrative, 
and her great anxiety of again being re- 
stored to her father, whom, he informed 
her (to soothe her mind) he would endejh 
vour to find out, her unsuspecting heart 
dilated With joy unspeakable at the seem- 
ingly kind proposal. 

: Accordingly the boat came, and the 
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captain handed her into it; and having 
provided himself with arms and necessary 
accommodations, away they went m^ny 
miles up the creek, between the woods, 
imtil they came close to a hut in a situation 
unknown to any but himself. Here he 
intended to keep her as his mistress ; and 
having put her ashore, fkstenec} his boat, 
and iiedlier into the placej >whete be thdugtrt 
faeliad seciured his prize within his power, 
when a1^ oil a sudden^ his ears w:eie 
assailed with the sound of' human voices 
quite close to him. He suddenly turning 
round, perceived • two very stout young 
Allows armed : he started to snatch hib 
pistol, but had negligently left all his 
weapons of defence in the boat, being in 
haste to perpetrate his honid design upon 
her virtue. 

The young men seeing Matilda in the 
power of such a black-looking ruffian, and 
having been employed by Jeirold to go in 
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pursuit of his daughter, and imagining the 
female they saw to be the object of theiir 
search, instantly sprung ofk the captain, 
whom they overpowered, after a great 
iscuffle. They then tied his legs and arms, 
rolled, him into his boat, which they set 

aibift> and left him to his fate. 

, ... .^ ,\ 

Mieai^hil^ they ;iCotiveyed Mati)dii» 
(who,' in their hurry^ they inistiMk^ lor 
Ronsina,) towards their home ; when who 
should they meet by the way but Jerrdd, 
who broke out an t}ie Ibudesldccbiiiaillons 
of jorjr, and almost rapturous frenzy v at the 
supposed recovery of his daughter. They 
went'into the cottage, when to his utt^ 
surprise he found his mistake; as i:hte 
young lady proved to be some years older 
than his Rousina. Yet he felt ^xcessivefy 
happy in being instrumental in rescuing 
from ruin a charming, lovely, and innocent 
female, from the lawless gripe of the re- 
lentless assassin, whom he well knew 
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would soon have robbed her of the modC 
inestimable jewel, by the gratification of 
his sensual appetite. 
j. . . • , 

, Poor Matilda was so much fatigued and 
frightened, that it was necessary she 
should have refreshment, of which they 
all partook bounteously, as the table was 
spi:ead with an abundance of food, as* well 
as ttiiit and wine; after which 'she re* 
.coMUted the whole of her strange and 
,W!ooderful adventures, to their, utmost 
4ist(»ii8hment. Their joy was exceedingly 
gf Mt: at their success in overpowering the 
miscreant; and after some time enjoying 
the most friendly conversation, the youx^ 
nien departed, with a promise of sending 
their sister immediately, to assist and be- 
cc»he a. companion to the fiaur stranger, untrl 
scmie opportunity might present itself for 
her return home. 

Meanwhile Matilda thought of adjust- 
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iiig her dri^ss; but was much: confused, 
on opening h^r packet, which Morrice had- 
left her, in finding it exchanged . for the. 
rui^tic apparel now before b^; and sh6. 
wondered why she should be left on the 
mountains alone itithout iny, one to 
protect her.: 

However, her ^ratbful behaviour to J^r;-: 
rold seenied to alleviate in part thie poignant; 
anguish of his liorrowful heart ; and 'by a: 
condolence with each other, on their* 
mental suflferirigs, v^hile they brooded over: 
the mdancholy de<iree of their unhappy- 
fate,, fiequently* her sensible and sympa^: 
thettc conversation would cause a faint; 
gleam of trahiiient pleasure to piarvade his/ 
mind, when his earnest watchful ^e 
would fix upon her innocent lovely coun* 
temance with a gaie of heavenly delight; 
but the idea of his 'own Jost daughter 
woi:dd instdndy ruish into his mind, knd 
destroy his short-lived happiness. 
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We must now take a viewof the marquis 
at the Castle, who had retired to rest Bome 
hours, and the marchioness not wishing to 
distui4> his repose, had been leading^ in the 
parlotrr until it was considerably later than 
she suppoS0d; She had also bisen plan- 
ning schemes for the future aggraniiyze-. 
ment of herself and son, by the marquises 
title, whkh would devolve on her ^soii 
hereafter, in the case of Matilda being 
banished for ever; and had worked up 
her imagination to such a pitch, that she 
in an impatient mood, said to herself^ 
*< Suppose this title should not have a 
r^ular lineal descent, by the* right hne of. 
ancestry being crossed by iHegiitimaGy,'^ 
when a sudden thought forciUysitnick hor. 
mind, that' she had some time back seen 
by accident an crid .manuscript in : the 
cabinet in the study, which< was next to 
die shrubbery, but had only taken it up 
cardesbly; yet rememberedi having cast 
her eye on some herald pidntiDg attheJeft 
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hand corner of each leaf of the pcuK^m^nt 
which described the different brandies of 
the Malvine &mily. She therefore in- 
stantly id^tetiiuned. to satisfy her curiosity 
by fetching the book, and strictly e^min-^ 
ingits contents. 

She accordingly arose from hereha]r» 
and went, with a wax candle in her hadd^ 
and was proceeding across the great hall, 
where the old fiimily pictures .hung> she 
diought she would see whether the por- 
trait of the marquis's grandfather bore any 
resenibbnce to the present marquis,; and 
on her returning with! the boiok, whilst 
she indulged; in the warmtih of jher. imagi- 
nation, as she! passed ithrough>the hall, 
she took' a full view of the. marquis's iirst 
wife, Angeline, who was the mother of 
poor Matilda ; and as she was gazing on 
the pictiive^ she almost fiuicied itxetumed 
an expressive look at her, lyhile die pale 
moon, high vaulted in the vast ethereal 
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concave, gleamed a feeble ray through tibe 
shattered windows of the Upper part of the 
mouldering -turret, and reflected' a palid 
lig^ht oi> the wotm-eattot. balustrades of 
the lofty gallery, ak>n^ which sheheatd si 
kind of rushing noise, andsluddenly'tttm* 
ing her eyes upwards, beheld the figure of 
aii elegant tall woman,' full dressed in 
white satin, quicUy passihg ' sjong/ tbat 
pt^rt which led to the old library f and! ob 
apiproaobing the dqgr, she turned rounds 
and extended her long arm /in a!menaoing 
attitude, and gave .the marchioness such 
an angry frown full in the face nearly two 
secobdsof time, thieh passed through the 
cioorway, the hinges, gave a grating -creett^ 
abd the door suddenly slammed too with 
such ^ thundering noise as made the whde 
castle echo widFthe shock. 

- The marchioness gave a loudushriek, 
and sunk, apparently lifi^ss, on the pave** 
linent The' noise aroused the iriarquia, 
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and the servants came running from all 
quarters to find out what could be the 
matter. But when the marquis came into the 
hall, what was his astonishment when he 
discovered the marchioness lying stretched 
out on the pavement in a swoon, with the 
candle fallen down by her side, and a book 
fast clenched in her hand, the sight of 
which caused a violent perturbation of 
mind, and not being able immediately to 
divine the cause of so sudden and myste- 
rious an afiair. 

The inarchioness being removed to her 
chamber, every effort was used for her 
recovery, which being effected in a short 
time, many different enquiries and inves- 
tigations were made to no purpose ; for 
every one seemed overcome with stupor 
and amazement. In the mean time, 
the marchioness was put into a warm 
bed, and leflt to compose her agitated 
frame. 
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All this hurry and bustle so suddenly 
happening, the marquis recollected his 
not having seen ]Vf atilda s^nce his retiKUf 
apd would have instantly repaired to Ijier 
chamber^ had not this unaccountable oe- 
cmrence traopypired* But he^ reflecting a 
qnoment, suspected som^ foul play on thie 
part of the marchioness ;-~" The book of 
fypi\ly liires^e in h^r band, too/' thought 
\ie, ^'^here's sooiiethii^ at the bottQim of 
tbis/^ 

However, he went directly to the cham- 
ber, wh^ere he expected to find his dear 
Matilda. His thoughts of a plot were 
strengthened wh^n he beheld a younger 
f^tnxaie instead, which threw him into such 
a state of wild consternation and asto- 
nishment, that he was quite at a loss, for a 
mon^nt, how to act, yet was dejtermined 
to probe the business to the very quick, 
Put, turning to the young stranger, he 
welcomed her in the kindest and . most 
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friendly manner ; atad she, lovely artless 
girt, made the best apology in her power 
for her intrusion, when he very politely 
a^ured her she might make free, and 
hoped she had niet with every accoihmo- 
dation suitable to her wishes. He then 
made some delicate enquiries as to the 
cause of her being there, from whence 
she came, "who her parents were, and by 
what means she became a visitor at the 
Castle; to all which questions her soft 
replies were so innocently sweet and satis- 
factory, that he was overwhelmed with 
interest . and mystery ; but particularly 
that dhe was conducted by a man whose 
name was Ohver, who drove the caravan, 
which was a vehicle she never rode in 
before. She also informed him that her 
father lived on the Alpine mountains, and 
that his name was Jerrold ; which infor- 
mation had the effeet of the marquises 
resolving to set about exploring the busi- 
ness to the bottom. 

D 2 
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He therefore hastened to the mar* 
chiooess, to try and learn something about 
the absence of Matilda^ as well as. the 
cause .of the dilemma and confusion into 
which the whole family had been thrown. 

She informed him, that on the day pre- 
vious to his return, Matildsi had absconded; 
without the knowledge of any one in the 
Castle, which caused her the greatest 
uneasiness imaginable ; .that she had dis- 
patched Oliver with the caravan in pursuit 
of her, and he had brought her back. 
She then related the cause of the dreadful 
fright she had experienced ; and accounted 
for having the book in her hand, as having 
only by accident taken it up merely to 
amuse herself whilst he reposed. 

The marquis not being at all satisfied 
with her explanation, called for Oliver, 
and ordered him to attend him imme- 
diately, for the sole purpose of finding 
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Matilda ; rightly judging, by what he had 
learnt from Rousina, that she must have 
travelled towards the mountains, and most 
likely left there destitute. 

With these impressions he set oflF, and 
after journeying many hours, came ^to a 
road that led on to a most beautifUl part 
of the country, as described by RoiDsina; 
when, at a distaiice, on the side of a hill, 
he observed a small cottage, nearly ob^ 
scured by some low shrubs and bushes. 

. Flushed with lively hope, he went 
directly to it, and on enquiring the name 
of the owner, was answered by a venerable 
looking sedate man, (whose countenance 
pourtrayed the . anguish of a sad heart,) 
who said his. name was Jerrold. On 
this information, the marquis's heart 
suddenly leaped within him; and on 
being requested to walk in, to his utter 
surprise, and unspeakable joy, perceived 
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his lovely lost Matilda sitting pensively at 
the window in the back parlour. 

Words cannot describe' the astonishmehl 
of both. Time seemed to have foi^otten 
its usual motion, and a vacant pause suc- 
ceeded for some moneieDts ; when IVf atilda 
ruahed into the extended arms of her 
affectionate and . tender father^ and both 
were suflKised in a proAisimi of joyfuj 
tears* 

Poor Jerrold stood quite motionless, a 
silent observer of the truly affecting scene. 
His eyes spoke the language of his feeling 
heart ; he sighed out " Oh, that I could 
enjoy such happiness, by the restoration 
of my dear and only child /^ Aa bis poor 
heart throbbed and vibrated wiib acute 
feeliikg, his quiTering lips: artioiKlated part 
of the sentence; which' the marquia 
eagerly caught, and turning towards ham 
s»d, that it should not be long before he 
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enjoyed the ^i^dhed-for felicity, as he had 
it in his power to relieve his mind imme* 
diately froiri the ponderous weight of 
extreme suffering under which he at pre« 
sent laboured ; for he had the unspeakable 
satisfaction, and heartfelt pleasure of in* 
foriDiing him that his daughter Rousina 
was perfectiy safe at Mdiriiie Castle, and 
that! beishould very soon have her restored 
to his fead arms. 

The jrapturous extralvgugance of Jw 
rold was beyond all bounds;-^ it was 
impossiblb to restrain him from the ii^ost 
frantic joy. ** Shall I see my lost child 
again ? shall I ? — shall I indeed — most 
noble, most worthy sir ?" He then danced, 
leaped, and at length fell on his knees 
before the marquis ; shed tears of parehtri 
feeling ; and embracing his legs, made the 
most sincere and grateful acknowledg^*- 
ments to the benevolent protector of his 
poor bewildered long^lost Rousina. 
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As soon as the effusions of his excess 
sive transports had subsided, he earnestly 
entreated the honour of the marquis's 
company to partake some refreshment. 
He immediately ordered the best of every 
thing which his humble cottage afforded 
to be set before them. They then all sat 
down to his hospitable board, and enjoyed 
a liberal and welccnne repast ; after which 
the bottle sparkling with the richest wines 
that could be produced, went round with 
mirthfiil glee, each entranced in happiness, 
and exulting in the fortunate circumstance 
of their oiice more enjoying with parental 
tenderness their mutual endearments. 

, The marquis then proposed that all 
should repair with him to the Castle ; 
which they agreed to most readily, and 
sent Oliver forward to announce their 
arrival. 

Here we shall leave them to pursue 
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their tedious journey, not being able to 
go very fast, on account of the caravan 
being loaded so heavily, and return to the 
cave of the robbers, where Matilda apd 
the captain left the gang, when they went 
up the creek ; and, as it luckily turned 
out, the captain took Matilda away just 
in time, for the gang had begun to be 
very jealous of one another, as each of 
them was determined to seize her, at the 
hazard of their lives, if ever they should 
set their eyes on her again. They had a 
most desperate and furious quarrel, and 
vowed that if ever they met with the cap- 
tain they would make him pay for their 
sore disappointment; and then go and 
ransack and burn every cottage on the 
mountains, out of revenge ; and thence 
proceed to the castle, and commit every 
depredation in their power, as by the con- 
versation they had overheard between 
Matilda and their captain, they had 
learned where it was situate. 



. But just at the time when they Wwfer 
laying out their boirid plan, one of them 
looking out at the mouth of the cave 
eapied the boat> gently coming down the 
stream of, the creek, apparently without 
a&y one in it ; but, as it approaohecl 
nearer^ he perceived a man lying lat the 
bottom of it, tied and bound so fast that 
be could not rise. The man at the en* 
trance called out, " Kerens the captain 
come back," when they all ran out to see 
if it was true, and shouted out "Now off 
nevet^^* So they boarded the boat ; and 
while the captain was swearing at them to 
let him loose, threatening them how he 
would use them when at liberty, they 
rowed the boat into a very deep part^ and 
threw him overboard ; and he sunk to th^ 
bottcHu, ne^r more to rise. 

They then began to consult when it 
would be, n^ost proper to set about iheir 
diabolical project,; which.was agreed to be 
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in about a week pr tm days, as tb^n thc^ 
cotdagera woul4 have sold the produce of 
their cultivation, and have the most money 
by them. 

So' it was settled ; but one of them, 
lOkOre artful, who had taken a particular, 
fancy for Matilda, was resolved to try an 
experiment. He therefore Secretly left 
the gang, and travelled as fast as possible, 
disgpuised like a peasant ; which happened 
at the very time that the happy party 
were enjoying themselves ^t Jerrold's cpt-j 
tage. Whert he arrived at the gate of tl\e 
castle, he enquired of the pprter whether 
the marquis was at home ; and on being 
informed he was not, he then said it was 
the nlarchioness he wished to see, as he 
had a message to deliver to her in private, 
respecting a young lady he had seen on 
the mountains, who was lost. 

This news being communicated to the. 
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marchioness, and the way being quite 
<^lear, she thought it a charming opportu- 
nity of gaining some pleasing information, 
without suspicion or interruption, respect- 
ing the object of her hatred — poor Ma^- 
tilda. Accordingly the man was ordered 
into one of the parlours ; and he told the 
Ibarchioness that he was a poor labouring 
peasant, and that whilst he was cutting 
and iaggoting furze ana juniper for firing, 
he heard the noise of a number of men 
talking, and on looking up he saw them 
take hold of a well-dressed young woman « 
He followed them close behind, and 
heard her tell one of them she lived at a 
large castle, at a distance ; and that her 
father was the Marquis Malvine. The. 
men took her away, and said they should 
keep her always along with them; and 
she cried a good deal ; and he found out 
she had fallen into the hands of a set of 
robbers, who, it is believed, live in a cave 
a great many miles off. And so he 
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thought he would come and let the folks 
know at the Castle, that she might be had 
back again ; as he supposed her parents 
would be in a deal of trouble about her ; 
and if they were minded to send for her, 
he would shew the way, although it was 
a great way off. 

The marchioness was so well pleased 
with the tidings, that she ordered the man 
to be supplied with every necessary re- 
freshment, and made him an ample recom- 
pence for his trouble, with which he 
departed, well satisfied so far. 

His next object was to reconnoitre the 
castle ; and as he was loitering round the 
outside, making observations, he was met 
by Oliver, who fell into conversation with 
him about the castle, the family, and 
many other things which the stranger 
wished to know ; at the same time ob- 
served, that as the castle appeared so very 
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adcient, thcire must of course be v?ry spa^ 
cious vaults and long dark passages under- 
neath ; which Oliver informed him ther« 
certainly wa$, and the most horrid smd 
gloomy that ever wa?e seen ; and- that 
there was a secret entrance from the side 
of the old moat, which had been dry many 
years, and was so overgrown with briars 
and grass, that it was hardly possible to 
force a wiay into itl 

This information' pleased the strange!*, 
who wished to cultivate a further acquainl)- 
ance with Oliver ; and thinking, a bribe 
might be the means of drawing from him 
eVery thing he wanted to complete his 
purpose, enquired if there was any bous^ 
near where they could go and drink a 
friendly bottle together ; and immediately 
offered him some money, and begged his 
tfcCceptBnce of it, merely as an acknow- 
ledgment for the trouble b^ had taken 
with lata in describing a place sO very 
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a^pient, of such amazing exteirtj and 
being inhabited by sw;h a rich illustrious 
family; together with a deal of sifting 
convcrrsation, saying be delighted very 
much< in iahtiquityw 

Oliver viewed the money with ait eye 
.that discovered his heart was not invul* 
nerable, nor at all displeased with the 
offer ; and whilst they were in conversa- 
tion, as it were imperceptibly proceeded 
on towards a small village, where Maudes 
cottage was, Oliver just peeped in, 
with: a *' How d^ye do, neighbour," and 
then led the stranger to a little grog shop 
hard by, which happened, at that time of 
the day, hot to have any custoniers in it* 

Here the stranger thought himself snug; 
and embraced the opportunity of renewing) 
the conversation ; and calling to the host 
for a bottle of wine, (which pleased Oliver 
greatly) he soon stole all his brains, and 
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gave bim a hint i that he should like jto 
engage him in an undertaking that would 
certainly remove him from his present low 
disagreeable employment, and by which 
he would be enabled to make his fortune 
and live independent ; but that he must 
first take an oath to observe the most pro- 
found secrecy- 
Oliver listened with great attention, 
and pleased with the idea, agreed to his 
proposals in every respect. 

The stranger then told him he miist 
watch an opportunity to shew him the 
way to the secret entrance under the 
castle, and conduct him through the dif- 
ferent windings until he might be enabled 
to find the stairs that led up into the inside 
of the castle ; which Oliver pro mised to 
perform", telling h im he had explored the 
whole, and perfectly knew the way. 
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. They then fixed the time, that it should 
be that same night at the dread hour 
they should begin their enterprize ; and 
having paid their reckoning, (in which 
the stranger displayed ^ considerable 
quantity of cash) they departed, not with- 
out diverts heart being elated with joy, 
and went to the house which Oliver inha- 
bited, where they provided themselves 
with a hedging-bill, to clear such of the 
briars as might be in their way across the 
moat, also a dark lantern, and some arin^t 
incase they should be surprized unawares, 
and waited the approaching time appoint- 
ed ; which having arrived, they both set 
off together, and undiscovered, (as they 
imagined) gained an entrance at the part 
already described. 

Oliver led on the stranger until thfey 
came to a spacious vaulted subterraneous 
chamber, which had a very large and .ama- 
zingly thick' oa,k table in it, and som^ veiy 
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long benches dlongexiiiM^ .which place, 
some centuries back, had been occupied 
by the mopks and fidars of all die neighs 
bouring monasteries . and convents in the 
ivhcde country. Here tbey convened to 
consult on the best methods to adopt, so 
as to carry on their dark hellish designs 
widiout discov^y^ under die veil of sano 
tity among the brotherhood. 

The* stranger, anxious td fyni the stone 
staircase, was reliet^ by Ohv^,. Tvlm 
todk him* thvotigh* anotihsr angles atr. the 
end of which he pointed it^ out. They 
then sascended to the top', wherfe they 
found all right for theiv purplose, aiid 
hanng retumred to the vaulted chamber 
began their plan ; which was^ thai in fcxm 
or five days after the stranger had been 
With bis comrades, th^ should return in 
a- body, and meet Oliver at a certain place 
at midnfight ; tihat he should conduct them 
to the place wherie the^ were then con^ 
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suiting; that Oliver should contrive t6 
unbolt the door at the top of die staircase^ 
which opened into the. northern wing of 
the castle, from the corner where^a large 
pillar projected, through tlie bottom of 
which pillar was a narrow obscure passage 
that led to the said door ; and as Oliver 
had occasionally fpr many years been em- 
ployed in the castle^ there was no kind of 
difficulty in effecting it ; and lastly, that 
the whole gang should immediately entef 
and bind every person in the place, and 
ransack the whole poi^mises. But thd 
stranger artfully concealed his intention of 
seizing and carrying off Matilda for him- 
self, wherever he might find her. Having 
finished their consultation, they were 
about to return, but thought they had 
better leave the implements they hdtd 
brought with them, in order that they 
might be ready, which they did and 
departed. 
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' It happened that on the day which the 
stranger brought the inteUigence about 
Matilda to the marchioness, that Peter 
had occasion to go to the village, atid of 
course called in at Maud's cottage to see 
iiis Sylvia. The widow, with great con- 
cern, askec^ Peter if he had seen Oliver 
and a strange ill-looking man in company 
with him, in deep conversation, iand said 
that Oliver, in passing her door, just 
looked in^ and spoke to her; and that 
Oliver and the strange man were gone to 
get something to drink at the wine shop 
b^Iow, 

Peter replied that he had noticed them ; 
and told her that the man had been at the 
Oastle, and bad brought some news to the 
marchioness which seemed to please her ; 
and as he had overheard the conversation, 
was determined to watch him, which he 
had done ever since, 
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Pfeter then left the dottage, arid went 
down to the house where Oliver and the 
stranger were sitting, but crept in the back 
way, unobserved by them ; and listening 
to the conversation, he found they were 
laying a deep, plot against the marquis 
and family. His suspicions being thus 
confirmed, he returned to the Castle, 
where he found the marquis and his 
daughter Matilda and worthy Jerrold just 
arrived ; and having watched an opportu- 
nity, informed the marquis of all he had 
seen and heard, and assured him they 
were in the most imminent danger ; which 
the marquis believing, immediately dis- 
patched Peter to a distant fortress with a 
letter to the commandant, desiring him to 
send a detachment of soldiers to the Cas^ 
tie, and begged they might be there in the 
middle of the next night, and to keep as 
quiet as possible when they reached the 
environs of the Castle, and that no person 
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whatever might be acquainted with their 
arrival. 

The mtoquis and the happy party on 
their entrance at the castle were hailed 
with a tumult of joy; for although the 
most profound respect was at all times 
observed towards the marquis, yet on this 
oc<:asion thieir exultations were excessive^ 
Jerrold was immediately introduced to his 
dear Rousina, who was much rejoiced 
at once more behoMling h^ honoured and 
venerable parent; who with eagerness 
and rapture held his lovely affectionate 
child to his bosom once more. Here the 
marquis left them in the enjoyment of 
mutual tenderness and endearments, to 
detail to each other their mysterious ad* 
voitures and misfortunes. 

The marquis next enquired after the 
marchioness, who, wi^ the mixtuve of a 
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variety of emotions^ h»d retiried to h^r 
dnessiflg-ioom alonetj to give vent to her 
pasaions, and strive, if possible, to bdiave 
to the marquis in auch a manner, tbat be 
should not observe the workings of her 
Buod by any outward appearance, although 
labouring under the moat severe conflicts 
bf piide and shame ; when, after having 
adjusted her drees, .she proceeded to the 
parlour, where the marquis was sitting, 
"jrha immediately rose to receive her* The 
mardkiQQess behaved with fomial civitityr 
and just said, " So then you are returned 
with some friends, I understand.'^ 

" Friends V^ said thie marquis, starting 
with great surprize ; " friends indeed, that 
have been robbed of their children, their 
happiness, their peace, and every comfort. 
My daughter Matilda, too, banished by 
your insidio^ia and treaii^herQus command ; 
and another female torn from the arms of 
h^r fond parent, and placed in the room 
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of my Matilda, who> it seems, by your 
infernal machinations, was left a destitute 
wanderer on the mountains, there to perish 
with hunger and famine/^ 

Here the marquis could not suppress 
his anger, and became so violent that the 
marchioness, who was almost choaked 
with- rage and prid^, tossed out of the 
room and shut herself up, desiring no one 
to come near her except her waiting 
maid ; and the agitation of her mind was 
so great, that she sunk down on the sofa, 
and remained in that state for some hours. 

Jerrold and his daughter Rousina, after 
their rapturous scene was over, a servant 
waited on them to inform them that the 
marquis desired their company in the 
dining-room ; where every magnificence 
was displayed that was possible, and a 
table sumptuously spread with every de- 
licacy the country produced. The mar- 
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quis welcomed his mountem visitanto- 
with sincere ihendship md cordidl\ty; 
dad they all partook of the fepast tvithoat 
the leastieirtraint. The maiquk prevented 
any enquiry respecting the msrrchiotaesB ^ 
not being at table, by saying she wait con- 
fined to her chamber by indisposition. 
Here they enjoyed the pleasure of each 
other's company, contemplating with fond 
delight, the happy restoration to each 
other^ after tiiie dangers they had severally 
experienced. 

. All this while Felix had been wander- 
)ng without any good success ; when 
forlorn, and widi an heart full of despond- 
ency, he determined to return home ; 
which he did, and arrived just after the 
company had been regaling themselves ; 
and, on being announced, was imme- 
diately introduced to the party, where he 
paid his respects to the itiarquis and tbe' 
test of the company. But, oh espying' 
£ 
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Matilda, the sight of her had nearly over- 
come his senses, which he could hardly 
believe ; when, after saluting her with the 
utmost tenderness, he began and related 
the whole of his enterprise, to the no 
small astonishment of those present. 

The marquis particularly noticed the 
kind attention which Felix paid to his 
daughter, and perceived a striking beha- 
viour reciprocally between them both. 
He therefore determined to have a private 
conference with Felix on the subject of 
their deportment which was so very evi- 
dent, and which could not possibly escape 
his penetrative discernment ; and accord- 
ingly, when the rest of the company 
withdrew for the purpose of taking a walk 
to view the gardens and pleasant walks 
around the castle, he embraced the oppor- 
tunity of touching on the subject of a 
matrimonial union with his beloved 
daughter, and enquired of Felix, whether 
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he ever had made any overtures to faeri 
and whether she bad given him any ea« 
coiiragem^Eit in his addresses ^ ako, whe^ 
their bis mother, the marchioness, had any 
knowledge of the afiair of his amour ; ad 
he naturally supposed he must have had 
something more than common interest 
in the affiur of her absence, or otherwise 
he would not have been so indefatigable 
in his ^ideavours to find her out, when 
banished by his cruel ambitious mother. 

Felix aoswered him with real sincerity 
of heart, and discovered the ardent affect 
tioQ he had for.htt» and that the unlucky 
circumstance of die marquis's late unfcnr^ 
tunate ezcunioD was the only cause that 
pirevented him from supplicating ^e fairi 
hand of Matilda before ; he bdng deter*! 
mined, at all events, to hazard his very 
life for one he so dearly loved. He 
added, that he had made proposals to the 
marchioness to the same effect ; but that. 
e9 
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and coatempt^ wliichiiefMatee utig^'yill>i 
to piosfeciiterbis suit mor^ 9igorooi^^i4tr> 
ultiDiktel^ gaining: llie d^ar object ci \mi 
wishes; nslating, aiso, that he had Mkem' 
Moriice, .\^ho in ^ery respect ^iad phoved 
himself a most worthy oharacter, and that 
the gDefikeibad ezpemenced, and Jnt^esi: 
heihq^ taddMtiw his caoseyiaa wiell ss that 
of Matilda) ifuUjr.eviQted liiat lie was d 
man inp extyxespeat dewetwn^ §dr^.ikind 
of patronage ; and hoped the honourable 
'dflirqais would encourage and protect a 
maui who possesied such ^ ainiaUe . tjuiilfi^ » 
calii»ii9;i(aDd JSeotiinentgi which. peculiarly 
distinguished' him from' i the generality ^f^ 
those in :the sam^ sphere of hfe? he 
tfaesefore humbly begged to recbnimend 
him strongly to the marquises notice^ > 

The toarquiSi who was highly pleased, 
with 'the^ subj^tiiand the faiseiiii^ting inan* 
Iter' in i Which Belix ^iveredihimse/, pn>*^ 

V A 



!iiiised to promote and gratrfy. every ^ishto 
1^ utmost satbfiBCtion in his power ; took 
him by the hand in the most cordid man- 
lier, and pronounced) " You are my sau^ 
from.lhis.iiioment^ and I will endeavour 
tQ mbke you happy by a matrimonial 
umoQ witih.my beloved daughtcpr Matilda, 
iwhose interest you have so. warmly 



The emotions of Felix are niore emly 
felt than :desc3ribed ion iuch an occasion ; 
aixd Felix, with a diie sense of the h^ 
: bdnpiir intended him, expiessed biin^f in 
^liaIjafid.:^prq|Hiat^ acknowledgements 
to* the Boble marquis, and bowing, retired 
with a heart. brim-fuU . of joyy to commy- 
nicate the result of the pleasing interview 
to his'dear Matilda, virho madd a rgoiprocal 
xetum of tenderaeiss' and affection for th^ 
youth she est^ined so highly deserving. 

.. iThe. evening jiow arrived; when tte 
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marquis had reason to expect the arrival 
of the soldiers; when Peter was an* 
nounced as having returned, and was 
immediately introduced to the marquis, 
whom he informed that the soldi^s wereon 
their march to the castle, and would arrive 
. at the appointed time. Meanwhile, some 
provisions were made for their refreshment 
after so fittiguing a journey, when, about 
midnight, they arrived in the greatest 
order and secrecy imaginable, were ushered 
into the great halU and regaled themselves 
in a very comfortable manner, and each 
.went to take repose for the night ; but 
strict orders were given, that not' any 
. person whatever should go from the castle 
the whole t>f the day following. 

We must now return to Oliver and the 
stitoger, who, after having explored the 
avenues under the castle, parted with 
each other, wi|;h st promise of punctually 
attending to theii* af^intment. The 
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stranger therefore hastened to bis eotn- 
rades at the cave on the mountains, where 
he was hailed with hwrible exultations ; 
and on hearing the plan he had laid, they 
rejoiced in the anticipation of their in- 
tended plunder. They therefore made 
every preparation, and equipped them- 
selves with weapons, and set off imme- 
diately, resolutely determined to perpetrate 
their horrid designs; when, after having 
travelled hard die whole of the day, they 
separated, to avoid the suspicion which 
would have arisen if they had proceeded 
in Ji body. 

As they began to approach within 
about three or four miles of the castle, it 
was judged best that they who were fore- 
most should halt, which they did until the 
rest came up, and then secreted themselves 
. in a close thicket, where they lay quite 
concealed. The guide, who had been 
with Oliver, thought he had better go in 



^search of him^ whom b^ found, waiting 
at the appointed spot, with a basket of 

; refreshments and some spirituous liquora 
aiid wine, with which they regaled them- 

. selves, and remained until it was time to 
proceed. 

It was a dark murky night, the moon 
only just peeped out now and then from 
b^ind the heavy black clouds at intervals, 
and shed a feeble ray at times on the lo% 
waving trees that surrounded the ancient 
castle ; but the wind suddenly springing 
up for about ten minutes, cleared away a 
space between the clouds, and the bright 
orb of night shone full on the baittlements 
of the old turrets, and enabled them to 
find thek way round, with Oliver as thdr 
guide, to the moat, in which they found 
the overgrown arched entrance to tbe sub- 
terraneous passage which led underneath, 
but some exceedingly laige black clouds 
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agahi intercepted the light eif the moon;, 
and all became total darkness. 

They paused dnd listened very atten^ 
tively, to find M any thing wad dtiiring 
lafcbut the place ; they looked up, but nfi/t 
^ Kght was to be seen all over the castle ; 
all was hushed and silent as the charnel- 
house of death; when suddenly they all 
started — the chapel clock struck one ! — 
£ut finding all quiet again, they resumed 
their courage, and Oliver led on, and 
they proceeded to the spaciow faulted 
room./ 

H^e tbey^ ccMisulted a few minutes, 
Mid with lights, ascended the innler eteir- 
icase i^and wheif arrived at the door undier 
ibe great pillar, it opened without much 
Jioide :or dilfficul^, 

' . . •? * ...'.•'' 

They then were in the spacious hall, 
and were just making their way to the 
£ 9 
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parlours, \eheii the soldiers made their 
appearance from out of die cloisters, and 
instantly rushed upon them, and a very 
severe combat ensued; for the banditti 
fought most desperately, and wounds 
were given and received on both sides; 
when, at length, the banditti being over*- 
powered, were forced to yield, with Ohver 
at their head, as ringleader. . 

The noise and uproar instantly brought 
all the servants, who assisted in binding 
jthe ruffians, who all the while uttered the 
most horrid oaths and bitter imprecations 
against those who had caused them to be 
entrapped ; and the noise of the fire-arms 
resounded through every part of the 
building, which threw die nutfchioness 
into such wild consternation, that, on 
desiring the marquis immediately to attend 
her, on his approach she became ahnost 
delirious. 
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She eagerly enquired the cause ; wheo 
the scene of the gallery aiid die library* 
door flashed on her remembrance, and 
she would have gone into a great length 
of: conversation, only the marquis stopped 
iier, and said, **The cause originates 
with yourself: understand, then, that 
poor Matilda, whom you so scornfully 
treated, and most cruelly banished, is now 
safe within these walls, together with ano- 
ther innocent female, whom your hellish 
emissary, Oliver, stole from the moun- 
tains ; and now the miiscreant lies bound 
hand and foot, after having conducted 
a lawless banditti into this place, for 
the sole purpose of bloodshed and 
plunder/* 

The marchioness gave a loud shriek, 
and stretched herself on the bed; and 
became senseless for nearly two days. 

Medical assistance being procured^ the 
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physician, on examining the case^.g^ve 
his opinion» that nature had received so 
severe a shock, that it was impossible the 
marchioness could ever survive ; yet she 
might linger a "diort time : and, after some 
few visits, finding the light of reason begin 
to dawn again on her mind, he earnestly 
recommended her to think of a future 
state, and prepare herself accordingly for 
her dissolution, which was inevitable. 

. She then requested that the marquis 
and his daughter Matilda, and Felix, 
together with the whole family, might 
come into the chamber, which they did, 
with Jerrold and Rousina; and when 
they were all assembled, she begged forw 
giveness for all her sins ; also of the mar- 
quis and the injured Matilda; and 
expressed an ardent desire to be at peace 
with, all around her ; when, after she had 
confessed her guilt with great contrition^ 
she begged, as h^ last wish, that^ the 
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marquis would condescend to bestoWthe 
hand of Matilda on her son Felix, as she 
'now believed their hearts were in unison 
with each other, and was sincerely sorry 
she had suffered her ambition to become 
so predominant over her reason, and been 
so misled by an idea of created worldly 
grandeur. And now having grown weak 
from exhaustion of spirits, by such violent 
emotions, she begged to be left alone, 
that she might endeavour to compose 
herself, if haply she might, by sleep. 

The company having retired to the 
parlour, beheld the opening morning 
ushering in with crimson sun-beams from 
the east; and began to consult about 
disposing of the intruding desperadoes, 
who had been kept under stroi^ guard 
during the whole time. The marquis 
Was not at a loss in his determination, 
and accordingly ordered the Serjeant of 
the guard to attend him immediately; 
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and having written a letter, which lie 
addressed to the commandant of the for- 
tress, to keep the rebels in safe custody^ 
he gave a very ample reward to the sol- 
diers, to their utmost satisfaction, and 
they proceeded on their march back, with 
their prisoners ; who were confined, and 
heavily loaded with irons^ OKver as well 
as the rest. 

They laid in prison until the next 
tribunal, at which time the marquis and 
many witnesses appearing against themi 
they were found guilty, and sentenced to 
be transported for life, to work in the 
mines stark naked. 

It happened that when Oliver was 
arraigned, he lifted up his eyes and boheld 
the marquis sitting on the right hand of 
the judge ; when a sudden consciousness 
of his perfidy and base ingratitude to so 
noble and generous a benefiictor as the 
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marquis had been to him, flashed across 
his mind, and he sunk down, overwhelmed 
with guilt and shame, and was removed 
out of court with the others, there to 
await their final doom in this world. 

We now leave this horrid picture of 
human depravity and punishment, and 
letum with the marquis to the once happy 
domain, where formerly had dwelt pure 
friendship, peace, tranquillity, and love. 
His dear Matilda, solicitous for her ho- 
noured parent's return, was all in raptures 
when she heard the sound of the carriage 
in the outer yard, and ran out eagerly to 
welcome his return, at which the whole 
family rejoiced excessively. 

The marquis as soon as he bad reea> 
vened from his fatigue, desired Felix to 
lequest the favour of Jerfold and Roiisina 
to dine with him and fiunily, which honor 
they most readily accepted ; and whilst 
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at dinner, the marquis informed him that 
he intended having a week spent in gene* 
ral rejoicing in the whole country round ; 
and all kinds of enjoyments,, in mirth and 
hilarity, music, bells ringing, bonfiires, and 
every kind of pastime that could be 
invented, on such a wonderful great 
event. Invitations were sent to all the 
mountain peasants, whose lives and pro* 
perl;y had been saved by the unforseea 
miracle of the banditti being rooted en- 
tirely out of the country ; open house- 
keeping was also to be kept at the castle, 
and every one free in the exercise of his 
own will, in the way of celebration. 

After the necessary preparatipns wa^e 
over, and the day arrived to begin this 
liappy niral fete, it occurred very. forcibly 
to the mind of the marqinalhat the great 
£e»tival should be held by chart^^ and 
tseldbfated annually Jor the time to come ;^ 
ami that a singular and dignified erettt 
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should take place, as a foundation for the 
grandeur which should be displayed on 
the occasion ; and that it might at each, 
and every anniversary, be remembered, 
that through the banishment of Matilda 
Malvine, the liberties, permanent peace, 
happiness, and safety of the whole coun« 
ti^ were restored ; and that, to crown the 
occasion, his beloved and lovely Matilda 
should be joined in wedlock to his amia- 
ble, generous, and worthy Felix, and 
enjoy the whole of his estates and pro- 
perty, without reserve, and also the un- 
blemished title after his decease. 

The marquis issued his mandate, that 
there should be a general thanksgiving 
held on the first day of the intended fete, 
which was observed in the most solemn 
manner; and Felix and Matilda w^re 
married publicly, amidst the congratula- 
tions of the rejoicing multitude. 
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The viUageiB had provided themselires 
with a profusion of flowers, which they 
strewed before the bride and bridegroom, 
both as they went and returned from the 
church to the castle. The bells b^an 
ringing, music playing, and the festival 
• commenced ; each took copious libations 
of wine, wishing the noble and worthy 
couple all that peace and happiness which 
is the attendant of virtue and honour. 

The whole country seemed alive with 
new animation ; and during the six days^ 
tliere was one continued scene <^ enjoy- 
ment and good-humour. 

Jerrold and his dai^hter joined the 
.marquis and his son and daughter, in 
an open landaulet, drawn by four horses, 
from the castle all through the village, 
where they were hailed with blessings 
from every mouth, and greeted as their 
4eri¥Qrers and protectors ; and having 
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returned back to the castle, the marquis 
promoted Peter to the oSce of steward, 
as a reward for his fidelity ; and he was 
immediately married to his fond Silvia, 
which pleased Lady Matilda so much, and 
having previously taken her under her pro- 
tection, thought proper to confer on har the 
appointment <^ ccmipanion and attendant ; 
and from . the thoughtful care she had to 
. promote the happiness of all those who 
had ever been in the employment of the 
. jbmily, that were deserving characters, 
.she had not forgotten feithful Morrice. 
. She therefore interceded with the marquis 
that he should be received into the esta- 
Uishment as a page, in the room of 
Peter ; and as for the humble widowed 
cottager Maud, the cottage which she 
inhabited being in the rental of the mar- 
quis, was presented to jher and her heirs 
for ever, U^ether witli a sufficient compe^ 
tency for life. > 
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The inarthlimess, although veiy much 
reduced in constitution, became daify 
more reconciled to her impending fat^ 
.The pride and hdughiy ambition of her 
mind was much destroyed ; land having, 
by the severe lessons she had learnt in the 
vicissitudes of this life, sufficiently to b^e 
convinced that riches, grandeur, titles, and 
worldly honours, are all trifles not worth 
• living for, in comparisoo with a virtuous 
well^spent life, and a sure testimony of 
everlasting happiness hereafter, she re- 
.signed herself to the will of that Provi* 
dence who, in His mysterious ways» 
brings about things unthought of, and 
unforseen, by shortsighted Man, who 
cannot behold the good designed for him 
while he is visited with croifees and 
trials. 

With these kind of impressions, she 
earnestly desired that the wh(^e fltmily 
should come to her chamber ; and finding 
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^t fyffffsn n^ure nii)$t gire up~:tMat 
her life^was ebb[^ng yery fast-^s}ieJbeck-» 
oned the marquis; to the bed-aide, took^ 
his hand, and enibi^ced him with a partjpg^ 
glance, blessed the darling son of her^ 
heart, and alsp his lovely bride; gazed 
epgerly for a moment on all around, imd 
left this world witb all its emptiness, m a 
vijsion which, in |ief lifertime, she Qpuld 
n^jther gfasp nojr epjoy- 

Although the marchioness in her early 
dpys had imbibed .e;^e3i^ve)y high notions, 
an<j^ h^d; epcquraged unwarrantably ambir^ 
tious views, and carried; herself too far in 
many instances ; yet, when the hand of, 
Death came upon her, she was fully con- 
vine^ of. Ae very uncertain state of 
eye^y^ Il)i^g; H^ this lifej which the appro- > 
priate exdam^tion of a great pontic man . 
dfscjared, ; . '. . 

** 'fhat lifers a dream, and all tiling^ show it, 
I thought 110 onocj but now I know it.*^ 
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After the* funeral ceremonies attendant 
on the interment of the marchioness, 
^hicb were observed with great solemnity, 
were over, the marquis, in order to divert 
the melancholy of his mind, proposed 
taking an excursion to Jerrold's cottage 
on the mountains, which having been left 
so long in the care of one of his neigh- 
bour's sons, who had rescued Matilda, 
made him anxious to know how all 
went on. 

Accordingly they formed a party, which 
consisted of the marquis, Felix and his 
bride, Jerrold and his daughter Rousina, 
with Peter and Morrice as attendants. 

They accordingly travelled until they 
came to the place where Jerrold and Rou- 
sina had enjoyed so much happiness and 
content; and having found all in good 
order, determined to spend a few days on 
the mountains, which they traversed with 
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pleasant footsteps, with sublime contem- 
plations on the happy fertile spot, and 
reflected with pleasure on the fortunate 
cfvent of the robbers being rooted out of 
their strong hold, and the happiness that 
would redound to the inhabitants of the 
mountains on that account. 

During the time of their stay at Jer- 
rold's cottage, the weather being extremely 
fine and pleasant, it was proposed by the 
marquis that they should all of them 
endeavour to find out the place where 
Matilda had been left by Morrice, and 
thence trace the way to the horrid cavern 
where she had been exposed to such 
extreme danger, and undergone so much 
mental, as well as bodily, suffering. The 
idea appeared so interesting, and their 
curiosity was excited so much, that it was 
unanimously adopted. Therefore, it was 
thought most prudent that Jerrold and 
Ro'usina should lead the way ; being 
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better acquainted with the wild tracks 
of the mountain. 

They proceeded until they came to the 
very apot where Matilda was left; and 
Morrice quickly espied the stump of the 
tree where he remembered having aether, 
down. It was a most beautiful spot; 
and the enjoyment would have be^n 
heightened in their minds much morCf 
had not the distressing idea of the once- 
exiled Matilda beclouded the scene. 

Here they stopped, and paused with 
astonishment, wrapped in wonder, and, 
for a moment, lost in reverie ; \)i4ien, on 
a sudden, one of them looking down, 
beheld a pearl bracelet, which jiad been 
dro^d by Matilda, laying on the grass^ 
whioi was a sure testimony that tb^ had . 
not mistaken the place. 

Ilaving indulged the various workings 
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of their miiida for some short time, tbey 
Dext determined on finding out the cave 
ktely inhabited by the banditti ; to effect 
which, they were obliged to follow the 
directions of Matilda, who, as well as she 
could recollect, pointed out the way she 
had wandered, until they came to the 
place where she was surprised by the 
captain of the banditti. They then dis- 
persed, for a short distance from each 
other, in search of their wished-for object, 
the cave ; when one of them discovered 
the creek at the bottom of the next hill, 
as described in the former part of this 
narrative ; and, on giving a signal, they 
50on descended to the water's edge. 

But a fresh difficulty arose ; which was, 
how they were to cross over, as it was 
very wide and deep ; and finding no 
possible method of accomplishing their 
purpose, they were obliged to return, and 
coBoert some scheme for the execution 
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better acquainted with the wild ti^cks 
of the mountain. 

They proceeded until they came to the 
Vfsry spot where Matilda was left ; and 
Morrice quickly espied the stump of the 
tree where he remembered having Bet her , 
down. It was a most beautiful spot ; 
and the enjoyment would haye be^n 
heightened in their minds, much more, 
had not the distressing idea of the once- 
exiled Matilda beclouded the scene> 

Here they stopped, and paused with 
astonishment, wrapped in wonder, and, 
for a moment) lost in reverie ; when, on 
a sudden, one of them looking down, 
beheld a pearl bracelet, which |iad been 
dropped by Matilda, laying on the grass^ 
which was a sure testimony that they bad . 
not mistaken the place. 

Having indulged the various workings 
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of their minds for some short time, they 
next determined on finding out the cave 
kfsely inhabited by the banditti ; to effect 
which, they were obliged to follow the 
directions of Matilda, who, as well as she 
could recollect, pointed out the way she 
had wandered, until they came to the 
place where she was surprised by the 
baptain of the banditti. They then dis- 
persed, for a short distance from each 
other, in search of their wished-for object, 
the cave ; when one of them discovered 
the creek at the bottom of the next hill, 
as described in the former part of this 
narrative ; and, on giving a signal, they 
soon descended to the water's edge. 

But a fresh difficulty arose ; which was, 
how they were to cross over, as it was 
very wide and deep ; and finding no 
possible method of accomplishing their 
purpose, they were obliged to return, avd 
concert some scheme for the execution 
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thereof; and, having consulted on tb^ 
business, it was concluded, that a tem*- 
porary raft might be made ; which the 
peasants most readily set about, at the 
place opposite the mouth of the creek^ 
that led to the cave, which, in a few hours, 
being finished, answered the purpose very 
well, and they were all safely conveyed to 
the mouth of the cavern, where they found 
it necessary to make use of the apparatus 
they had provided themselves with for 
procuring a light; then proceeding with 
cautious steps, fearful of the dmsins which 
they discovered by the light of the torches 
which they held in their hands, until they 
arrived at the large vaulted chamber, 
where they beheld the huge projections 
of the rock in rude unequal blocks of 
stone, forming dark and deep recesses 
here and there, and from the lofty roof 
hung fearfully stupendous masses of 
ponderous weight, which, to the imagina- 
tion, led the beholder to apprehend 
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instant danger of being crushed to death 
by some of their dislodgment. 
> 
While they were exploring and exa- 
mining this horrid abode, where deqv 
laid plots and black foul machination 
held their court, and while they were 
searching about, they found concealed, 
in different apertures of the rocky sub- 
terraneous region, considerable quantity 
of the spoils of the infernal tran* 
sactions of (he banditti, which they laid 
in an heap, ready to remove at their 
departure. But they were all hushed in 
silence in a moment at the sound of a 
dismal groan, accompanied with a deep 
sigh, which seemed to issue from the 
further end of the cavern; and, on stilly 
attentively listening, heard the sound 
again repeated. 

Fear, anxiety, and a variety of painful 
amotions seiifed everj' breast. They 

f2 
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instantly, set about examining more 
minutely every crack and avenue ; wheli 
one of them perceived a small fissure, 
ivhich had hitherto escaped their notice ; 
and, on removing two or three laige 
9tones^ near the place used as a chimney, 
foupd a narroiv space, just large enough 
for. one. person to pass along a kind c^ 
pa39iage, which they entered. It led, on 
a distance, to another, through which 
they were obliged to go almost on their 
hands and knees, to a secret apartment, 
^otaUy in darkness. Here their ears were 
assailed with a faint shriek, on which they 
hastened to the remote corner, where, to 
their utter surprize and astonishment, they 
beheld a young female cottager, decently 
attired, stretched out on a bed of dried 
grass, apparently lifeless ; her cheek, 

The roseate hue of Nature's healthy bloom 

had scarcely left^ /ere fear had cast a 
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sallo:w! sUiade,, resenibling: deaths .fiom 
dread of him '. by. whom . she was made 
captive; and, in effect, .1 had &woaned 
aM^ay.-.. . . .1 . 

Here was a scene to awaken and call 
forth all the . energies . of human . nature* 
Each, fdi^tting his own satuatioDj 
although in such a dreary abominable 
place^ promptly, at the moment, rendered 
all ipossihie. assistance .to recover, die< dis- 
tressed and suffering object of theiar present 
observation,, and . happily succeeded. in 
riestoring to animation ;th^ subject of jtheir 
ardent solicitude 

The poor, forlorn, agitated qreature^ on 
opening her eyes, beheld /ar different 
objects . around than her fears predicted 5 
and, with unutterable gratitude, endea^ 
•voured to breathe forth the. feelings of an 
heart broken with despondency, and pver- 
yyhelmed with fear of certain ruin, if. not 
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of immediate annihilation ; and, with the 
language of her once brilliant eyes, (but 
now sunk far below their orbit) gave such 
an impressive glance on her friendly 
deliverers, that every one present felt 
those glowing sensations which are con^ 
stant attendants on the mind inspired by 
sympathetic feeling and benevolence* 

Hence, learn ye gay licentious proud^ 
who, pampered in luxury's lap of indo^ 
lence, and feign created want — - who 
turn the eye askance on some poor, for- 
lorn, distressed, afflicted fellow-mortal, 
whose piteous looks but suppUcate a 
slender help from the superabundance of 
your store, — ^remember, to be great, is 
only to be good ; and when the general 
leveller comes, will render all alike. What 
will then avail magnificence, splendour, 
earthly connexions*— fidsely called honcMV 
able, and that abominable, self-possessing, 
lofty spirit, which scorns to think, or evea 
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deigOB to loot, on those who, by Nature's 
law, are held equally great. But to return 
from this digression : the party having 
conducted the female into the large, cham- 
ber, where the robbers' treasure wa^ packed 
up,, ready to be conveyed to the raft, on 
^hidi they all returned in safety, and 
prpcieeded to the mountains to rejoice 
over th^Lr new discovery. In the mean- 
while, a number of peasants were em- 
ployed in digging a deep trench at the 
mouth of the cave, in order to let the 
water flow in, so as to fill the place com* 
pletely, and prevent its being in future 
occupied, 

On their way to Jerrold's abode, it was 
resolved to call an assembly of all the 
neighl)ouriag inhabitants, by way of a 
general meeting, that all might participate 
in the festival they designed to be held on 
the occasion ; and the news quickly 
spreading far and wide, brought all the 
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noblemen and persons of rank from many 
miles on the other side the Alps, amongst 
whom the great and noble Marquis Gon-> 
zolo, together with the marchioness and 
suite, which consisted of a numerous 
retinue of their friends and attendants, to 
pay their respects to the Marquis Malvine 
and femily, and congratulate them on the 
interesting and wonderful events which 
accident had brought forth ; when a laige 
spot of ground was selected for the occa« 
sion ; and as the parents of Claudina bad 
been informed of their daughter having 
been found, they eagerly flew with trans* 
port to the place, where tiiey embraced 
each other with tears of joy and affection, 
and presented themselves at the feet of 
the marquis, who had been the means of 
her miraculous escape from confinement 
and starvation. 

Claudina was then requested to give an 
account how she fell into the hands of the 
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mispi:eants ; when she s&id,; jthat onfe .day, 
as she w?is driving, a few milch»go^to/tOia 
distant pasture, which wa^^ .more fr^sh. 
than that on which they .had lately beea 
feeding, a very stout ill-looking man,. 
in disguise, with a brace of pistols in bis-, 
belt, and a dirk under his garment, sud-. 
derily made his appearance ; and,. s^i;%ing 
her round the waist, told her she riiust go 
with him ; on which she endeavoured to 
exert all her strength to extricate herself 
from his grasp, which i^he found impose 
sible ; ahd^ although she screamed . aloud 
for help, no one being within a great dis-. 
tance, it was of no avail. He told«her if 
she would accompany him quietly, he 
would conduct her to a most delightful 
plaice, where she should have the manage? 
ment of bis affairs, and live in plenty, 
and have frequent intercourse with her 
friends. But iall would not make het 
yield to his entreaties ; therefore he led, 
or rather dragged, her. along with him, 
F 3 
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until he contrived to convey her where 
she was found ; that she did not see any 
other person but himself, and as soon as 
he had conveyed her to the inmost part of 
the rocky cave, he immediately brought 
some food and a small flask of wine, and 
immediately left her, promising to return 
in a little time. And he, thinking he had 
secured his prize solely for himself* had 
placed the large stones at the entrance, to 
secure her from the knowledge of the rest 
of his comrades, who happened at that 
time to be all gone out different routes, 
some for provisions, and others to find out 
fresh objects of plunder. 

It happened just as he was going 
tovirards the extreme entrance of the 
cavern, he saw two of the men returned, 
who told him that they had concerted a 
scheme of instantly repairing to plunder a 
large old castle that very night, and that 
he must be with thein, and that tliey 
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should return by the next evening with a 
lai^ booty, which would last them so 
long, that they should not be obliged to 
prowl for above a twelvemonth to come. 
He agreed to the plan ; and not daring in 
their presence to again visit his captive, 
for fear of discovery, and they not having 
any suspicion of what he had done, as 
soon as they all arrived,^ set off* to put 
their plan in execution ; and, although he 
abruptly left her in such dreadful confine- 
ment, no doubt he appeased his mind by 
concluding that the provisions he had left 
her! would last until his return, which 
happened to prove the reverse. 

The desperate situation which the poor 
affrighted creature was in while the men 
were within her hearing, as she softly 
crept to the place through which he en- 
tered^ she heard some broken sentences, 
which led. her to conclude her utter ruin 
was inevitable, which threw her into the 
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most abject despondency, and, had she 
not possessed a strong constitution, might 
have occasioned almost sudden death. 

However, in this direful plight she had 
remained three or four days, without ever 
bearing a sound of any sort whatever; 
and being compelled by hunger, had eaten 
all her provisions,' and was left without the 
least forlorn hope, and although given up 
to despondency, yet she felt all the dignity 
of conscious innocence ; for he had been 
surprised by the other men before he was 
aware, and she had not the slightest idea 
of ever escaping, until aroused by the sound 
of her deliverers, which for a time cause-d 
a temporary suspension of her mental 
faculties, as well as bodily action. 

The recital of the horrible narrative 
was so distressing, that every one was 
alSected with the most poignant sensa* 
tions, and w^re lost in wonder at the idea 
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th$t there cpul4 possibly ^ist ip the 
liumaii mind such foul principles of base 
and execrable conduct. 

. The scene now changed to mirth and 
hilarity, and the whole of the plunder 
found in the cavern was distributed 
amongst the peasants, after which the day 
was spent in feasting, and every heart was 
brim full of happiness and rejoicing ; and 
the Marquis Malvine, his daughter Ma- 
tilda, and Felix, together with poor old 
Jerrold and Rousina, also Claudina, her 
parents atid family, formed a select party 
amongst themselves, to recount over and 
condole with eaph other on their provi- 
dential escapes, and enjoyed that pleasure 
which arises from pure friendship, being 
the real sufferers in the late perilous scenes 
jthfough which they had passed. 

At the close of this happy celebration, 
the whole concourse of persons assem- 
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bled around the noble marquis and his 
little party, and unanimously made their 
most respectful and grateful acknow- 
ledgments to him as their deliverer and 
benevolent patron, when they severally 
returned to their respective abodes, shout- 
ing as they went, " Long live the noble 
Marquis Malvine and family !'' and at the 
same time felt the most profound venera- 
tion for the restorer of their peace and 
safety, in extirpating such an horde of 
villainous miscreants. 

The marquis then addressed Jerrold, 
and made a proposal to him and his 
daughter Rousina to come and reside with 
him at the Castle the remainder of his 
life ; but the poor old man politely de- 
clined, saying he was thoroughly sensible 
of the high honour which was intended 
him, but begged to be excused, as he was 
so pleased and delighted with the charm- 
ing spot he had chosen, and as he enjoyed 
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the healthy and pleasant employment of 
cultivating his little farm and gardens, and 
tending his flock, which proved a source 
of amusement to his mind ; besides, the 
agreeable company of his darling Rousina 
would tend to comfort him, and help to 
smooth the down^hill road of life ; and 
while under his intuitive and watchful 
care, prevent her, in the rising bloom of 
life, from falling a sacrifice to the artful 
designing villain, as his fears were com- 
pletely roused, from the late events that 
had taken place. Therefore, under all 
these considerations, he was desirous of 
continuing in his present peaceful situa- 
tion. 

The marquis, on finding him fixed in 
his determination, made Rousina a hand- 
some present, and settled an annuity on 
Jerrold and his heirs for ever ; and giving 
him and his daughter a general invitation 
to visit at the Castle, thev all took leave 
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on their way home ; and as the tnartjuis 
intended giving a splendid entertainment 
when returned, thought proper to send 
Peter on forward, to order every prepara- 
tion -to be made for that purpose. 

The marquis Gonzolo and the other 
nobles, together with the Marquis Malvine, 
entertained each other with the recital of 
such interesting occurrences as had taken 
place in the course of their lives ; and the 
pleasing conversation they enjoyed during 
the journey, beguiled the tedious way, 
until they arrived safe at the Castle, where 
they found all in readiness for a welcome 
reception. 

Oh this occasion, a most elegant and 
sumptuous entertainment was provided, 
which consisted of every luxury and de- 
licacy of the season. The noble visitors 
enjoyed themselves and the agreeable 
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company of the marquis and his illas« 
trious fiimily, heartily rejoicing, in the ac« 
quisition of so worthy an acquaintance. 

' It was next proposed, while at dinner, 
that tlie dignified strangers should be 
shewn all over the Castle ; and their 
curiosity was highly gratified the next 
dsiy* when they^ expressed themselves 
pleasing>y astonished at all they beheld^ 
and particularly the old library, which 
had never been explored for half a cen* 
tury, and, on examination, was found to 
contain some of the most anciebt and 
vduable books, together with almoslfc iall 
the r^ord4 relative to' the whole country ; 
which proved a source of uncommon 
interest to all parties, as thereby a light 
was thrown upon several rightful claims 
in hereditary landed property, about which 
various disputes and contentions had been 
held for many years, dnd had hith^o 
remained iti obscurity; amongst which 
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was a very lai^ estate, which in rig^t 
belonged to the Marquis Gonzolo, the 
possession of which had been withheld 
from him by a false will that had been 
made, but was, soon after diis accidental 
laesearch, restored to him, as proved justly 
bis due. 

The Marquis Malvine immediately gave 
orders for the careful teinoml Of every 
thing in the place, and that it should be 
repaired and resume its original grandeur, 
and, as before, hung with: crimson and 
gold furniture, which being soon accooK 
plished, the books and records were agaip 
replaced, and in due wder; judiciously 
arranged. 

By the late concurring circumstances, a 
lasting and friendly cbiresppndence took 
place between the marquis and his visitors* 
and, in their presence, he openly aijd ftw- 
mally acknowledged Felix as his heir> and 
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gave him foil authority over the whole of 
his possessions and property, reserving the 
family title until after his decease. 

- The Marquis Gonzolo and suite, after 
having taken a ceremonious leave of dieir 
noble friend and family, departed, com- 
pletely happy in their new alliance ; and, 
rejoidng at the meeting, (although so 
unexpectedly) returned home across the 
mountains, on the other side, which they 
reached in safety, with the sincerest con- 
gratulations. 

Amongst the various alterations and 
repairs which took place in the decayed 
part of the castle, particular care was taken 
to block up the entrance from the moat, 
which led underneath the Castle, to pre- 
vent, in ftiture, any innovation whatever. 

Matilda at all times considered the com- 
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fort and welftre of all aroi<ftd heir; and 
eould never rest satisfied, without am{rfy 
rewarding every one for their services; 
and as she possessed a tender feeling 
heart, had taken pdrticulacr notice of Clau- 
dina, whom she considered a. fellow, suf- 
ferer in distress.. Therefore, in (Jrdfiir to 
have ha: as near her pensbn as {k>8b]hle| 
appointed h^r one of the train: in^a^isiid^ 
arice, next to. Sylvia^, and i then interceded 
with her husband» Felix,, to engage' the 
two young. Aen^'Reiibenand Hehty/who 
rescued her from the hands of the; cdptajn 
of the banditti, in the establishment of 
the household, as pages ; which pleioied 
them both exceedingly, as Wdl as poor 
JTerrold, and they considered the^ttselves 
settled comfortably for life, 

. An uninterrupted scene of tranquillity 
took place for a great length of time, 
until they began to look forward to the 
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celebration of the anniversary of the days 
of rejoicing .and mirth, which was pro* 
mised by the marquis, as held on the 
former notable occasion* -Great prepara^ 
tions were making for the purpose ; and, 
to add another cause for their congratula- 
tions, and crown their highest hopes and 
enjoyments, Lady Matilda presented a 
son. and heir to the arms of a fond hus- 
band, and indulgent father. The old 
marquis was delighted beyond measure ; 
became rapturously fond of the infant ; 
and the ebullitions of his mind rose to 
such a heighth, that he almost forgot all 
the troubles with which he had been per- 
plexed. 

Thenceforth the marquis and his dear 
daughter Matilda, and her affectionate 
husband, and the dear little offspring of 
their conjugal endearments, enjoyed the 
blessings of Providence with gratitude 
and reverential adoration for all his boun- 



